CHAPTER – I
INTRODUCTION
1.1 INTRODUCTION 
More than a concept, ecotourism is the regulation of the value of nature's priceless gifts bestowed up on us. Inspiring the need to go back to nature, down to earth, to gather the gifts we lost on our way. Ecotourism is a growing area in the tourist friendly state of Kerala. Ecotourism in the state is taking off in a big way because Kerala has many destinations known for their natural and exquisite landscape. Kerala is one of the greenest destinations in India. The landscape is covered with coconut palms in the coastal areas. The paddy fields shimmer with the emerald green of new shoots. The banana plantations are filled with the whisper of waving green banana leaves and the tea plantations are a green blanket that covers the hill ranges as far as the eye can see.
The naturally beautiful and exquisite Kerala landscape is one of the beautiful destinations in India and is the perfect place to go on Ecotourism vacations. The clean and tranquil Kerala backwaters, the soothing velvety Kerala hills and riotous explosion of greens in the intoxicating Kerala wilds are heavenly paradisiacal Ecotourism vacation destinations.
The wildlife sanctuaries of Kerala are popular ecotourism destinations. Tourists from all over the world come to see tigers, elephants deer and animals native to the Malabar region such as the NilgiriThars, Gaur etc. they are seen in the wildlife sanctuaries of Kerala including Periyar, Wayanad, Silent Valley, and Eravikulam wildlife sanctuary. This project report is an attempt to study the tourism of BanasuraSagar Dam.
The BanasuraSagar Dam is an ideal picnic spot with a breathtaking view. Located at 21 kms from Kalpetta in theWayanad District of Kerala, it is an important tourist attraction. It is the largest earthen dam in India and the second largest in Asia, and impounds the waters of the Karamanathodu, a tributary of the Kabini River.


1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
In Kerala, ecotourism has now been misunderstood or not properly understood by many tour operating companies and tourism project developers may 162 jump on the ecotourism bandwagon and project an environmentally conscientious image as apart of their business marketing strategy. Thus ecotourism can be misinterpreted and exploited to justify the tourism development in pristine areas, which may be sacrificed to maximise tourist numbers and profits. As the number of tourists’ increases, ecotourism becomes mass tourism and generates similar infrastructural demands and proportionate impact on environment as conventional tourism. This necessitates the need for defining the ecotourism properly to convey the message to all.
1.3SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
Banasura dam is lying in the lap of the Banasura hills in the Wayanad district is the picturesque BanasuraSagar dam. It is the largest earthen dam in India and the second-largest in Asia.The view of the sprawling reservoir from the top of the dam is breathtaking and beautiful.An ideal picnic spot, Banasura Dam is one the most beautiful place not just in Kerela, but the entire country.Adventures like speed boating are readily available here, and a trek up to the Banasura hill is filled with streams, diverse flora, fauna, lush tropical green and majestic waterfalls these are also a wonderful feeling.An earthen dam, also known as an embankment dam.It is fully created by placing natural things like, mounds of clay, sand, rock or soil. The view of Banasura Lake from the top of the hill is mesmerising.It is built along the river named Karamanathodu,a tributary of the Kabini river.
1.4OBJECTIVES OF THESTUDY
· The primary objective of the study is to understand the scope and potentialities of BanasuraSagar as a tourism destination. 
· To study about the concept of eco-tourism.
· To analyze the vistitor’s attitude toward the Banasurasagar destination.
· To evaluate the problems faced by the tourists in the destination.
1.5  METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY
Methodology is the systematic, theoretical analysis of the methods applied to a field of study. It comprises the theoretical analysis of the body of methods and principles associated with a branch of knowledge. Typically, it encompasses concepts such as paradigram theoretical model phases and quantitative or qualitative techniques.
A methodology does not set out to provide solutions, it is not the something as a method, set of methods or so called, “the best practices” can be applied to specific case for example, to calculate a specific result. The proper objective setting of the study is ensuring a specific result. Taking this objective into consideration, the methodology comprises the source of data, selection sample size and methods, questionnaire construction of data. 
1.5.1 SOURCES OF DATA
Both primary and secondary sources of data were used together the data with regard to tourist and officials. Primary data include the method of gathering data with the help of questionnaire. Tourists and officials were administered the questionnaire at the study state. The secondary data pertaining to the  Banasura Sagar Dam.
In addition many institutions, libraries, interpretation centres, were also visited to collect hard and soft copies of literature for getting an indebt knowledge and clear understanding on the research problem. Several research references, such as journals, books periodical web references and data basis were also reffered to understand the concepts, current trends, challenges, problems and development of tourism and aspects in relation with other key elements.
1.5.2 SELECTION OF SAMPLE SIZE AND SAMPLE METHOD.
A convenient sampling method is adopted for the study. A total 50 tourist and travelers are interviewed with a structured questionnaire. Questionnaire distributed to the tourist and travelers in the site area to collect the visitor experience and suggestions for the better development of Banasura Sagar Dam 
The time period for the collection of data is schedule from November 2019 to February 2020. 
1.5.3 SAMPLE SIZE
For the present research work a total of 50 samples have been collected from the tourists of Banasura Sagar Dam...  The data collected, filtered and finally determined for data analysis.
1.5.4 QUESTIONNAIRE CONSTRUCTION.
Questionnaire is considered a research instrument used to capture the best data from the field after the preliminary field works. Survey and review of literature. A well structured questionnaire was prepared.
The questionnaire was designed for the tourists of Taj Mahal.
1.5.5  DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
After the primary data is collected the data is coded and filtered and finally the 100 questionnaires from the tourist have been finally retained for data anlaysis. The selected data is coded and feuded in Microsoft Excel software and analyzed to get the output. Simple percentage method is used to get the output. And this data are to be converted into the graphs and diagrams. 
1.7 ORGANIZATION OF CHAPTER
The project report  layout has been outlined as below:
Chapter 1
Deals with the introduction of the study. The introduction chapter starts with a brief introduction about the topic. This chapter also included major objectives, significance and scope of the study in a systematic manner. The chapter also highlights the sources of data collection method, sampling method, sample size, questionnaire design, pilot study and use of statistical tools.
Chapter 2
The second chapter contains review of literature. This chapter deals with the scholarly articles related with the project topic. 
Chapter 3 
This chapter begins with the introduction of the Banasura Sagar Dam., and also deals with the role of Banasura Sagar Dam
Chapter 4
This chapter presents the anlaysis of Primary Data collected from Banasura Sagar Dam.. It presents the output of the primary data in different tables relevant to the study. This chapter presents interpretations consists of data analysis of visitor respondents.
Chapter – 5
This is the final chapter which highlight various findings of the study in a systematic manner and the chapter also suggest some important improvement of preservation of the destination. 

1.6 LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY
· Time allowed for the study is limited
· Inadequacy of periodical data
· No previous experience
· Lack of reliability of data




CHAPTER – II
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
2.1 REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
In the book ‘Tourism Management – A Global Perspective’, Batra and Chawla (1994) hold the view that “ecotourism is perceived as a viable alternative route by which a measure of economic benefit can be reaped from tourism, with minimal damage to the environment and society and maximum advantage to local people”.
Ravi Shankar Kumar Singh (1995) in his book ‘Ecotourism and Sustainable Development’ remarks that ecotourism activities have been increasing rapidly worldwide over the past two decades and further growth is expected in the years ahead.
n the book ‘Sustainable Tourism: A Geographical Perspective’, Hall and Alan (1999) describe, “Ecotourism is environmental friendly and sustainable tourism, which also benefits the local community”
Syamala (2002) believes that ecotourism has become a need for everyone who wants to refresh from the routine fast city life. Ecotourism provides many interesting tours to the heart of Mother Nature. Ecotourism in India is about taking a break from the busy life and leading a slow paced life in the midst of greenery. In her words, “instead of waking up with the alarm we can wake up with chirping of birds, we can have healthy and timely food rather than having fast food – fried stuffs”. India offers many ecotourism spots, which are safe.
PrabhaShastriRanade (2008) in her book ‘Ecotourism, Perspectives and Experiences’ analyses a number of issues to determine what constitutes successful ecotourism and how to balance conservation with development. She also makes an attempt to highlight broad issues related to the concept and principles of ecotourism. Her book highlights ecotourism and local economic development. It considers how ecotourism can generate economic benefits and provide alternative employment and income opportunities for the local communities.
Shrivastav (2010) advocates the role of ecotourism in community upliftment. In his words, “tourism stimulates cultural activities and leads to improved understanding of each other and better relations between the tourists and the hosts”. Ecotourism act as a tool for initiating upliftment of the community especially in the villages.
Rai Suresh C. and SundariyalRakesh C. (1997) in their study ‘Tourism and Biodiversity Conservation: The Sikkim Himalaya’ have made an attempt to show how tourism activities can be implemented sustainably in the state of Sikkim in such a way that local culture and environment is protected and local community is benefited. The study has found that local forests are under pressure due to fuel, timber and fodder requirements, which has resulted in change in the composition and density of forests. The author is of the opinion that with increase in the inflow of foreign and domestic tourists the region will experience social, economic and cultural changes. He states that there is evidence to show that the younger generation is strongly attracted to western culture. The author feels that the existing benefits of ecotourism is going more to tour operators than to the local people. If this can be changed and local people can get more benefits, then these local people can contribute more to protect the bio diversity of the region. The local persons possess extensive knowledge about the biodiversity of the region with their own ways of managing the local resources. For this reason it makes sense to train local people to become part of ecotourism. The author further states that diversification of tourist destination is also necessary to prevent the overcrowding of only few tourist destinations. It will also help in decentralizing of tourism, in turn creating employment to more people in the region.
Kohli (2002) conducted an outstanding study about Ecotourism and Himalayas. According to him, “it is necessary to develop Himalayas in order to improve the standard of living of the local people and to promote further growth of national economies of this region”. The solution lies in carrying out all this development in a new era of heighted co-operation without disturbing the ecosystems of the Himalayas.
Rajasenan D. et al. (2012) in their article ‘Socio-Economic Aspects of Sustainable Ecotourism Development: The Case of Kerala’ show the community perception on the sustainable livelihood of ecotourism site of Kerala. The study shows that in Kerala majority of the people living in and around ecotourism areas belong to tribal communities. The levels of education among the people of this area are very low and most of them are dependent directly or indirectly on the tourism sector. The author says that ecotourism has helped in the economic development and protection of livelihoods of tribal communities. The positive outcome of this development has been the reduction in the exploitation of forest land by these tribal communities and sustainable growth of ecotourism in Kerala. The author feels that with appropriate policies the ecotourism potential in Kerala can be maximized and weakness and threats can be minimized. This can result in Kerala becoming an important tourism destination.
Thampi P. Santosh (2005) in his article ‘Ecotourism in Kerala, India: Lessons from the Eco-Development Project in Periyar Tiger Reserve’ gives an account of the ecotourism project in the Periyar Tiger Reserve at Thekkady in Kerala. The project was started with the involvement of the former inhabitants of the forest and had two basic objectives when it was started. They were managing protected areas with involvement of the local people. The idea was to use the knowledge of these people regarding forest and wild life to promote participatory ecotourism activities in the region. The major ecotourism attractions in this project are the trekking and camping programmes in the forest, which are becoming very popular among the tourists. The author feels that the success of the Eco-development project in the Periyar Tiger Reserve shows that with careful planning and implementation of the ecotourism projects both conservation of the forests and protecting of the livelihood of the people living in and around the region can be achieved.
Kumar Manoj, in his article ‘Thenmala Ecotourism Destination’ (ibid),speaks about Thenmala, which is a small village located in the south eastern part of Kerala. According to the author, due to careful planning and implementation the area surrounding the Thenmala village has remained unchanged. This has made it a perfect model of sustainable ecotourism for other places in the state to follow.
Varghese Renjan Mathew in his article ‘Ecological Footprint and Tourism in Kerala’ , talks about the measures taken by the government of Kerala in developing various ecotourism destinations in the state for a sustainable development of the state.

CHAPTER – III
PROFILE OF THE STUDY
3.1 THE CONCEPT OF TOURISM 
People have travelled for many reasons throughout the history. Travel was time consuming and tedious in the olden days. Very few people could travel. Over the years technological advancements such as automobile, the spread of rail and road network, increase in the disposable income of the people, and several innovations in the travel and tourism trade immensely contributed to the ability of people to travel. Travel is made easy and convenient. On the whole, development in transportation and telecommunication facilities spawned by industrial revolution gave birth to the modern tourism industry. Etymologically, there are different views on the origin of the word ‘Tourism’. The Latin School believes the term tourism dates back to the Saxon term ‘Torn’(England) which stands for turner’s wheel and can be translated as ‘departure with the intention of returning’. It is believed that during the 12th centuary a nobleman who goes on a trip to return to his/her place of departure would be called a ‘Torn-er’. In the 18th and 19th centuries ‘er’ was substituted by Latin ‘iste’ and Greek ‘isme’. The term ‘tour-ism’ is conceived from the 20th century. The Semitic school of thought believes the term tourism is rooted in the old Aramaic term ‘tur’. This word was used for trip, exploration or movement of people. Onomastic or British School considers the origin of the concept not from a linguistic perspective but links it to the last name of the French aristocracy ‘Della Tour’. According to this school, after Carlos V signed the treaty with England in 1516, in celebration of the event, the future king gives the Della Tour family exclusive rights to conduct commercial transport and related businesses.
INTRODUCTION TO TOURISM INDUSTRY 
Tourism is travel for pleasure, also the theory and practice of tourism he business of attractions, accommodations, and entertaining tourists and the business of operating tours. Tourism may be international or within the traveller’s country. The world tourism organizations defines tourism more generally in terms which go “beyond tourism more perception of tourism being limited to holiday activity only.” As people travelling to and staying in places outside their ususal environment for not more than one consecutive year of leisure, business and other purposes.
HISTORY OF TOURISM
Tourism is one of the world’s major economic success stories, like time, that has no beginning or end. It is a phenomenon that has been created and is difficult to define because of its complexity. When time began so did tourism. With the Babylonian invention of money and the development of trade in 4000 BC, travel and tourism were invented. Not only were the Babylonians the first to grasp the idea of money and use it in business transactions, but according to Goeldner and Brent Ritchie (2006), had they founded the travel business. People could now pay for transportation and accommodation with money or barter. Beginning in 2700 BC, the Egyptians started building pyramids as elaborate burial tombs, including the step Pyramid of Djoser, the Sphinx and pyramid at complexes Ciza and Abusir. So wonderful were these tombs that they attracted large number of visitors. In the words of Casson
The same stories, as mentioned above are repeated in Ancient Greece, the Roman Empire, and the Silk Road. In Ancient Greece, according to tradition, in 700 BC the citizens of city- stated honoured that led to the Olympic Games. The Phoenicians carried paying passengers around the Mediterranean. People of the Qing dynasty paid homage to gods and goddess in sacred sites throughout China.
 As countries civilizations and economics developed, travel and tourism grew for business and pleasure. Indian civilization, also one of the oldest civilizations in the history of mankind has been explored by various travelers and traders. Though ancient written records B.C could not be traced, few books and records lead us through the ancient discovery of India through travelers’ perspective.
The domestic travel scenario in India was not very encouraging one. The first reason was a social taboo. It was forbidden for a Hindu to cross a sea. A person would be outcasted or would have to face a severe punishment. This discouraged any adventurous journey overseas. The local travel would be limited to pilgrimage, visiting friends and relatives (occasionally) and trade to known places. The distances were long, routes not known or not secure enough to travel with families, and need to explore was never encouraged or promoted. Only rich and wealthy who could afford to travel by their own bullock – carts, horses or other means, could think of setting off on a journey on their own. Others, as there was no public or affordable transport easily available would have to walk to whatever destination they would like to go. People for whom travelling was absolutely necessary would wait for some rich people to set off for travel or would join group of merchants travelling from one place to another. Travelling was expensive affair and a traveler set for a long journey would 
3.2 ECO-TOURISM - A PROFILE 
Worship of nature and conservation of ethics have been an inseparable part of Indian ethos and traditions. The Indian tradition has always taught that human kind is a part of nature and one should look upon all creations with the eyes of love and respect. As the new millennium is unfolded, we are becoming increasingly aware of the finite, interconnected and precious nature of our planet home. Likewise, tourism is becoming an increasingly popular expression of this awareness. With advances in transportation and information technology, more and more remote areas of the earth are coming within the reach of the traveller. Today, tourism is ubiquitous in the sanctuaries and national parks and this is becoming the principal means by which people are able to experience and interact with nature. In response to this increasing appreciation of nature experiences, a new travel ethic has arisen, which is now called ecotourism. This term has become increasingly popular in both conservation and travel circles.
The origin of ecotourism lies in nature and outdoor tourism. Environment aesthetics is the most significant pull factor innate in any ecotourism destination. Ecotourism is a form of tourism that is inspired primarily by the natural history and the environment of an area. Ecotourism projects are less capital intensive. Ecotourism has recently come to be regarded as the panacea that enables us to aggressively seek tourism dollars with no obvious damage to eco systems, since wild resources are not being harvested and there is no apparent associated development. As a concept, ecotourism has gained momentum recently in India, but as a way of life Indians have practiced ecotourism since times immemorial by their traditional approach to nature and rich cultural heritage.
Ecotourism can be distinguished from nature tourism by its emphasis on conservation, education, traveller responsibility and active community participation. Nature tourism, low impact tourism, green tourism, bio-tourism, ecologically responsible tourism and others have been used in literature and marketing, although they are not necessary synonymous with ecotourism. In some 8 foreign countries ecotourism is also termed as green tourism. Another name of ecotourism is ecological tourism.
Ecotourism is a new concept in tourism industry. Within the ambit of international tourism, ecotourism is a fast growing segment. Ecotourism emerged on the basis of demand which grew as a revolt against ill effects of urbanisation. Ecotourism projects the concept of sustainability in tourism. Ecotourism can become an important factor in expansion of the level of tourism. Although returns from ecotourism are higher than in agriculture in many cases, tourism should not be used as an excuse for further encroaching on protected areas.
Defining Eco-Tourism 
While a universally accepted definition of ecotourism remains elusive, it is important to appreciate that ecotourism attempts to address concerns and interests around environmental, economic and social impacts of conventional mass tourism. It was Hector Ceballos Las Curain, a Mexican Environmentalist who coined the term Ecotourism in 1983. The term was initially used to describe nature-based travel to relatively undistributed areas with an emphasis on education. The concept was, however developed into a scientific approach to the planning, management and development of sustainable tourism products and activities. It has grown considerably in popularity and commercial significance in just past 10 years in response to interest in environment, increase in leisure time and personal incomes. Ecotourism is now at various stages of development in different regions.
Ecotourism is often referred to as ‘green’, ‘conservative’ and ‘sustainable’.
Any tourism programme that is
A) Nature based
B) Ecologically sustainable
C) Where education and interpretation are a major component and
D) Where local people are beneficial can be called Ecotourism.
Special Facts about Eco -Tourism 
True ecotourism minimizes the negative aspects of conventional tourism on the environment and enhances the cultural integrity of local people. That means while you are on an ecological vacation, you want to promote:- 
· Recycling 
· Energy efficiency 
· Water conservation and Creation of economic opportunities for the local communities.
Characteristics of Eco-Tourism 
· It must promote positive environmental ethics-fostering preferred behavior in its participants. 
· It does not degrade the resource. There is no consumptive erosion of the natural environment visited. 
· It concentrates on intrinsic rather than extrinsic values. 
· It is bio centric rather than homocentric in philosophy. 
· It must benefit the wildlife and environment. 
· It is a firsthand experience with the natural environment. 
· It has an expectation gratification’. Being able to water wildlife, help local to earn livelihood, could be gratifying. 
· It has a high cognitive and effective experimental dimension
Importance of Eco-Tourism 
The importance of ecotourism is increasing day by day. All the ecotourism projects form a major part of the whole sector. In the context of high unemployment, weakened agricultural and industrial sector, tourism is considered to be the best alternative for priority in the economic and social development. Among different types of tourism, ecotourism is the most relevant. Ecotourism development not only improves the state’s income, brings valuable foreign exchange and increases employment but also results in distribution of benefits across the state as opposed to most of the other states which tend to localise the economic and social benefits to a particular region. Ecotourism as a sustainable tourism should be beneficial to the future generations also.
Ecotourism recognises the full integration of tourist industry in order to ensure that travel and tourism provide a source of income for the people of the area, and that in return they contribute to the conservation, protection and restoration of the earth’s eco- system. Ecotourism is also significant to throw some light on environmental and ecological aspects related to adventures like mountaineering and trekking. Generally speaking, ecotourism focuses on volunteering, personal growth and learning new ways to live on the planet, typically involving travel to destinations where flora, fauna and cultural heritage are the primary attractions.
3.3 ECO TOURISM IN INDIA 
INDIAN TOURISM INDUSTRY
India in recent years has gained good exponential growth in the Tourism Industry. Today India is the preferred destination for both overseas and domestic travelers. India provides the facility to Tourists of international origin to understand and experience cultural diversity of the country. According to Indian official estimates the tourism in India has outperformed the global tourism industry in accordance with the growth, volume of foreign tourists & even the revenue.
Tremendous growth in the Indian economy is the main reason for the growth in tourism in India. Though the infrastructure is still a constraint it sustains the current growth and that the government should invest in infrastructure like transport, accommodation, better roads, health and hygiene, etc. for the growth of the industry has invested in new technology like CRM tools and state of the art security systems.
India's tourism industry is experienced a strong period of growth which is drived by the burgeoning Indian middle class and high spending foreign tourists with coordinated government campaigns to promote 'Incredible India'.
This particular industry in India is substantial and vibrant, is at verge of becoming a major global destination. Travel and tourism industry in India is one of them most profitable industries in the country and credited with contributing a substantial amount of foreign exchange. As during 2006, four million tourists visited India and have spent US $8.9 billion. In India the disposable income has gone up by 10.11% annually from 2001-2006, where much of that is being spent on travel. Indian tourism Industry has also helped the growth in other sectors like horticulture, handicrafts, agriculture, construction and even poultry.
Indian Tourism Industry is ranked 11th in the Asia Pacific region and 62nd overall, moving up three places on the list of the world's attractive destinations. As per the Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Report 2009 by the World Economic Forum, it had been ranked the 14th for best tourist destination & for its natural resources, 24th for its cultural resources, as it has most of the World Heritage sites, both natural and cultural, rich fauna and flora & strong creative industries in the country.
In air transport network India has bagged 37th rank for itself. Indian tourism industry is ranked 5th in the long-term (10-year) growth and is expected to be the second largest employer in the world by 2019.
Since 1990 the Indian tourism industry has not been good. Though the India economy had slowed, it was still growing faster than the rest of the world. During 2009, the country has seen a seen rise of 6.5%, compared to the world output, which is seen falling 0.4%. With Indian economy growing at around 7% per annum and rise in disposable incomes of Indians, an increasing number of people are going on holiday trips within the country and abroad resulting in the tourism industry growing wings.
In India Tourism is the largest service industry with a contribution of 6.23% to the country's GDP and 8.78% of the total employment of the nation. India witnesses about more than 5 million annual foreign tourist arrivals and 562 million domestic tourism visits. Indian Tourism Industry generated about US$100 billion in 2008 which is expected to increase to US$275.5 billion by 2018 at a 9.4% annual growth rate. The Campaign of "Incredible India" is developed by the Ministry of Tourism as nodal agency for the promotion of tourism in India.
The Ministry of Tourism plays a crucial role in formulating national policies and programmes as well as coordinating and supplementing the efforts of the State/Union Territory Governments and private sector in improving the quality of tourism Industry. As regards the domestic market, the Ministry aims to popularize the culture and natural beauty of different regions, pilgrim sites and various new tourism products. The Ministry has a public sector undertaking, namely the 'India Tourism Development Corporation (ITDC)' for carrying out its various functions, along with the following autonomous institutions:-
· Indian Institute of Tourism and Travel Management (IITTM)
· National Institute of Water Sports (NIWS) has merged with IITTM
· National Council for Hotel Management and Catering Technology (NCHMCT)
· Institutes of Hotel Management (IHM)
The foreign direct investments (FDI) of Indian hotel and tourism industry which contributes to the Indian economy inflows are US$ 2.1 billion from April 2000 to March 2010, according to the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP).
	Indian Export earnings from international visitors and tourism goods are expected to generate US$ 51.4 billion (nominal terms) by 2019. Furthermore, the sector which accounted for 6.4% of total employment in 2009 is estimated to rise to 7.2% of total employment by 2019.
3.4 KERALA TOURISM INDUSTRY
Kerala at a Glance
	With the Arabian Sea in the west, the Western Ghats towering 500-2700 m in the east and networked by 44 rivers, Kerala enjoys unique geographical features that have made it one of the most sought after tourist destinations in Asia. An equable climate.A long shoreline with serene beaches. Tranquil stretches of emerald backwaters. Lush hill stations and exotic wildlife.Waterfalls.Sprawling plantations and paddy fields.Ayurvedic health holidays.Enchanting art forms.Magicalfestivals.Historic and cultural monuments. An exotic cuisine... All of which offer you a unique experience. And what's more, each of these charming destinations is only a two hour drive from the other - a singular advantage no other destination offers.
	Kerala, India's most advanced society: With hundred percent literacy. World-class health care systems.India's lowest infant mortality and highest life expectancy rates.The highest physical quality of life in India. Peaceful and pristine, Kerala is India's cleanest state.
ECO TOURISM IN KERALA
Kerala is increasingly rated as one of the 50 must see destinations of the world. Today Kerala is the most sought and trusted tourism brand in India. Indian tourism has been growing consistently for the last three decades. Kerala, because of its notorious labour militancy image, always faced problems in attracting investors. Unlike other industries, tourism is an amalgam of various productive sectors like transportation, accommodation, catering, recreation and travel-related services. This means that development of tourism will help to generate earnings to different categories of stakeholders, viz. taxi drivers, craftsmen, airline operators, tourist guides, and shop keepers and so on. The income generated through tourism will multiply and flow down to even the lowest strata of the economy. The industry, by virtue of its employment and income-generating impact, is expected to play a strategic role in accelerating the economic development of Kerala. Tourism is considered as a saviour to drive the state economy towards development.
Perhaps no other state in India is blessed with natural resources featuring a long coastal region, elaborate systems of waterways as that of Kerala. These unmatched and rich natural resources form different unique tourism products. The name ‘Keralam’ means ‘the land of coconuts’. Kerala enjoys a unique biological diversity in the world. The palm-fringed Arabian Sea in the west, the majestic Western Ghats in the east, with lush green paddy fields, charming backwaters, year-round colourful festivals etc makes Kerala a paradise in the world. This distinctiveness target has helped Kerala to attain promising growth in many tourism products. Kerala has been recognised as one of the best tourism brands in the world. This is achieved by introducing a variety of tourism products, developing new centres of attraction and upgrading the existing major centers. Kerala tourism which attained the zenith of achievements by target-oriented planning and better marketing techniques has realised maturity.
Kerala is one of the most famous eco-destinations. Tourism industry in Kerala should be ecofriendly and sustainable. Kerala ecotourism aims to let people have an insight of the local culture. Most of the foreign tourists choose ecofriendly areas for visit. Ecotourism in Kerala has taken off in a big way because Kerala has many destinations known for their natural beauty and exquisite landscape. As Kerala is one of the greenest destinations in India, the state is perfect hub for promoting ecotourism in a big way. The verdant beauty of Kerala is richly highlighted through the different ecotourism destinations. Ecotourism along with pilgrim, backwater and village tourism are propelling this field into new levels of progression with each passing day. Undoubtedly our wealth is our nature. It is a way to save forests and provide positive experiences to visitors.
The major ecotourism products are broadly classified as beaches, backwaters, hill stations, wildlife sanctuaries etc. In Kerala these are largely spread over the Western Ghat regions. The recorded forest area in Kerala is 1112559sq.kms. All these areas provide a natural advantage for the development of ecotourism. The Tourism Department of Government of Kerala has taken steps to give focused attention to ecotourism in the state. A separate ecotourism wing has been created to give policy support for the development of the ecotourism destinations in the state. Forest, wetlands, mangroves and aquatic ecosystems are the major types of ecosystems in Kerala. As per official classification, Kerala has 41 west flowing rivers and 3 east flowing rivers. Unlike many other states in India, Kerala is rich with evergreen forests. It has over 25% of India’s 15,000 plant species, where majority of them grow in Western Ghats. It includes 150 ferns, 4000 flowering plants, 600 fungi, 800 lichens and 200 mosses. A large number of them are endemic to Kerala.

Major Eco-Tourism Centers in Kerala 
Forest department has listed 56 destinations as ecotourism centers. Some important destinations among these are:
Kumarakom:-This place is situated in Kottayam district, on the banks of the Vembanad Lake. Kumarakam Bird Sanctuary is an ornithologist’s paradise. One can find a wide range of migratory birds like Siberian stork, egret, darter, heron and teal. A cruise in the Vembanad Lake is the best way to experience the sanctuary. The best months to bird watch are between June and August. Boats are available on hire for backwater cruises around the lake. The breathtaking beauty of the mangrove forests the green sea of the paddy field and the vast, fantastic coconut groves benevolently accommodating eye-pleasing and thirst quenching rivalets, canals, channeled between wild flora and mild lies extend a warm welcome to every nature –loving tourist.
Munnar: - This is a hill station in Idukki district situated at the confluence of 3 small rivers Mudrapuzha, Nallanthani and Kundala, 1600m above sea level. This hill station was once the summer capital of the British Government in south India. The highest peak in south India-Anamudi (2695 meters high) is in Munnar.The most variety flora; the Neelakurinji (Strobilanthus) is seen in this part. The major sightseeing attractions are sprawling tea plantations, boating and tea factory visits, visits to top stations (highest point in Munnar-1700m), Mattupetty (has highly specialised dairy farm), Devikulam, Rajamala (natural habitat of NilgiriTahr), Marayoor (natural growth of sandal wood trees),Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary and Eravikulam National Park.
Bhoothathankettu: - This place is situated in the northeastern part of Ernakulam district. The water body formed by the construction of a barrage across Periyar River, land embraced by evergreen forests and bamboo are the major attractions. There is also a legend about this place. A boat cruise from here to Thattekkad Bird Sanctuary is an exhilarating experience.
Athirappally-Vazhachal Falls: - It is a popular picnic spot, 63 kms from Thrissur in the Sholayar ranges. In another 5 km drive, we can reach the Vazhachal cascades close to the evergreen forests and is a part of Chalakkudi River.
Nelliampathy: - This place is situated in Palakkad district and is a fascinating hill station at a height of 467 to 1572 km above the sea level. Travelling through the hairpin bend on the ghat road that passes through the breath taking evergreen forests of the Sahya ranges, one can view Seethankadu, a place of pristine beauty.
Nilambur: - This place is situated in Malappuram district and famous for tea plantations. The oldest teak plantation of the world, Connolly’s plot is situated 152 here. About 40 kms from Nilambur situates the Nedungayam, the original home of the Cholanyakans, the oldest original tribe of Kerala.
Pythalmala: - This place is situated in Kannur district. This is the highest peak in the Kannur district. A large number of tourists are attracted to this place. Meadows at the top of the hills with small patches of shoal forest present a panoramic view. This place is about 65 kms from Kannur town and about 4500 ft above sea level. This region, near Kerala-Karnataka border abounds in flora and fauna.
Ravipuram: - This place is situated in Kasargod district. This is the highest peak in Kasargod district. It is a good place for trekking activities. The meadow at the top presents a panoramic view. Large crowds are attracted to this place, especially on holidays. It is situated about 750m above sea level.
Gavi: - Visitors to Gavi can indulge in trekking, bird and animal watching and boating or canoeing in the placid waters of the reservoir. Trekking trails to Pullumedu peak offers a panoramic view of the famed Sabrimala shrine. The road leading to the picturesque Gaviis blanketed by tea plantations. Visitors can also take along a local guide and an experienced ‘elephant chaser’ and then hike to Meenar, Chenthamarakokka and valley view that gives a spectacular view of a deep ravine and the forest below. Outdoor camping and night safaris are organised to Kullar, Gavi, Pullumedu, Kochu Pampa, Pachakanam or Anathodu.A unique feature of Gavi is night-camping in the forest.


3.5 BANASURASAGAR DAM IS AN IDEAL PICNIC SPOT
WAYANAD – AN OVERVIEW 
There are many views about the origin of the name ‘Wayanad’. The widely accepted one is Vayal (Paddy) Nadu (Land), the land of paddy field (Malayalam). It is believed that Wayanad was earlier known as Mayakshetra (Sanskrit), meaning the district of Mayan, the architect of the deityans. Mayakshetra evolved into Mayanad and finally to Wayanad (Madras Mannual, vol.111, O.K. Johny, 2007). Another view attributes it’s origin from the name ‘Vananad’ (forest country) which by passage of time is pronounced as Wayanad (C.Gopalan Nair, 1911). Wayanad was formed as the 12th district of Kerala on November 1, 1980 by merging North and South Wayanad regions of Kannur and Kozhikode districts. Wayanad constitutes an area of 2,131 sqkms which accounts for 5.48 percent of the state’s total area. Forest constitutes almost 1775 sqkms which is 83.29 percent of the total area of the district (Manorama Year Bbook, 2013).
GEOGRAPHY OF WAYANAD
Wayanad district of Kerala lies between 110 27' to 150 58' north latitude and 750 47' to 700 27'east latitude. Wayanad is situated at 700 to 2100 mts above the sea level on the southernmost part of Deccan Plateau in the mountain range of Western Ghats. It is bordered by Nilgiris (Tamilnadu) and Mysore (Karnataka) in the east, Coorg (Karnataka) 68 in the north, Malappuram (Kerala) in the South and Kozhikode and Kannur (Kerala) in the West.
The north and central Wayanad are hilly areas. The central ranges of hills are lower in height compared to the northern range. Banasura, Brahmagiri and Chembra are the few hills of mountainous appearance. The lower parts of the hills are suitable for tea, coffee and rubber plantations. The eastern area endowed with plain lands. From the highest altitude of the Western Ghats on the western boarder of the district, the plateau of Wayanad gradually slopes down towards east
Wayanad is situated at the junction of the three major hill ranges: Western Ghats, Eastern Ghats and Nilgiris. The district shares its border with three Indian states: Kerala, Karnataka and Tamilnadu. Wayanad is also surrounded by four wildlife sanctuariesNagarhole and Bandipur of Karnataka, Mudumalai of Tamilnadu and Wayanad Wildlife sanctuary of Kerala. Plateau deciduous, tropical evergreen, and tropical semi evergreen forests are found here. The plateau deciduous forests are located on the eastern side of the district where there is high rainfall. Deciduous plateau of Wayanad is known for its teak forests. The semi evergreen forests are those lie between the tropical evergreen and 70 deciduous plateau. The eastern part of the district is low lying and is full of plantations like tea, coffee, pepper and cardamom.
Climate 
Wayanad always enjoys a pleasant weather throughout the year due to high altitude. There is no extreme summer or winter. During summer the temperature goes up to 35 °C (95 °F) and during winter the temperature comes around 07 °C (45 °F). The average rainfall is 2,500 millimeters per year. The four seasons of the region include winter (December to February), summer (March to May), south west monsoon (June to September) also known as ‘Edavappathi’ or ‘Kaalavarsham’ and north east monsoon (October to November) or ‘tulavarsham’. The rainfall is comparatively low during Tulavarsham, but it is heavy and continuous for Edavappathi. Lakkidi, Vythiri and Meppadi are the high rainfall areas in Wayanad. Annual rain fall in these areas ranges from 3000 to 4000 mm.
Biodiversity 
The Western Ghats is one of the eighteen biodiversity hot spots (Myers et al., 2000) of India. Western Ghats is endowed with a diverse ecosystem ranging from tropical evergreen forest to montane grass lands (wwfindia.org). Wayanad district a part of 1600 kilometer long Western Ghats, which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The flora and fauna in Wayanad is unique and rich. The hill ranges of Wayanad are protected under Reserve Forests and Vested Forest category. Wayanad is so rich in biodiversity that it is home for 229 species of plants, 31 species of mammals, 15 species of birds and 52 species of amphibians. The wild life of Wayanad consists of elephants, tigers, panthers, jungle cats, civet cats, monkeys, wild dogs, bison, deer, bears, monster lizards and a variety of snakes. There are more than hundred species of Orchids and endemic flowering plants. The Malabar Ornithological Surevy (2010-11) has revealed that Wayanad is a critical habitat for endemic as well as endangered species of birds (The Hindu, Jan 25, 2011). There are also peacocks, babblers, cuckoos, owls, woodpeckers, jungle fowls and various other types of birds which add colour to the region.
TOURISM SCENARIO IN WAYANAD
Tourism is fast growing sector in Wayanad. Accordingly, the Government of Kerala has declared Wayanad as a Tourism District. The scenic beauty, exotic landscape and rich heritage of Wayanad offer several opportunities for tourism promotion more vigorously. Wayanad's wildlife, plantations, and cuisine further enrich the tourism potential. The district is best known among nature lovers who search for adventure and novel experiences.
Wayanad is a multi-faceted destination with immense potential for Rural tourism (villages, people, agriculture, ethnic manifestations in rural areas), Heritage tourism (Edakkal caves, Pazhassi memorial, Jain temples, Heritage museum), Leisure tourism (Pookot lake, soochippara waterfall, Meenmutty waterfall, Lakkidighat pass), Island tourism (Kuruva islands), Adventure tourism (Meenmutty waterfalls, Chembra peak, Pakshipatalam), Hydel tourism (Banasurasagar dam), Pilgrim tourism (Tirunelly temple, Sita Devi Temple, Valliyurkavu Temple, Pallikkunnu Church, Varambetta Mosque, Jain temples),Wildlife tourism (Muthanga wildlife sanctuary, Tholpetty wild life sanctuary), Tribal tourism (tribal communities, their life style, culture, rituals, language, costumes, food habits, festivals, art forms), Plantation tourism (plantations of coffee, tea, cardamom, pepper and rubber), Spice tourism (cardamom & pepper), Health tourism (herbals, Ayurvedic treatment centers), Festival tourism (tribal festivals, religious and regional festivals), Shopping tourism (Spices, handicrafts, honey, herbals), and Ecotourism (Tholpetty, Muthanga, Kuruva Islands). Wayanad has attractions for special interest tourists seeking nature, jungle walk and indigenous culture. In simple, Wayanad has in its tourism product basket everything for tourists.



ECO TOURISM DESTINATIONS OF WAYANAD DISTRICT 
Tholpetti
Tholpetti is one of the important wildlife areas in the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary. Elephants are the major attractions here.
Muthanga
The spot is about 800 meters above Mean Sea level. This is a part of the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary. There is an elephant camp and a perennial stream for taking bath. This spot can be made base camp for trekking purposes. Elephant rides can be arranged for tourists who are interested. This sanctuary is famous for elephants, bison, spotted dear etc. Large number of school and college going students visit this area. This is about 15 km from Sultan Batery and contiguous to the protected area network of Nargarhole National Park and Bandipur Tiger Reserve, Kamataka.
Pookot Lake 
This perennial fresh water lake, nestled among wooded hills is the only one of this kind in Kerala. Boating facilities, horse riding, children's park, a handicraft and spices emporium and a fresh water aquarium are among the tourist facilities here. The lake is naturally decorated with a large number of flowering lotus. It is a beautiful place to visit.
Lakkidi
It is about 55 kms east of Kozhikode and 5km south of Vythiri. It is the gate way to waynad and is situated 700m above mean sea level, at the crest of the ThamarasseriGhat Pass. Lofty peaks, gurgling streams and luxuriant forests add magic to the journey up the winding roads to this hill station.
Chembra Peek 
This peak is 14 km away to the west of Kalpetta. at 2100m above mean sea level, Chembra is the highest peak in Wayanad and is an ideal area trekking 

Edakkal Caves 
[image: Image result for edakkal cave]It is 12 km away from Sulthanbatherry. The two caves are located at a height of 1000 meters on Ambukutty Mala near Ambalavayal. The new stone age pictorial on the walls of these natural caves at Edakkal are evidence of the civilizations that existed in these regions in prehistoric times the caves can be accessed only by a one kilometer trekking trail from Edakkal. A large number of tourists visit this place .

Kuruva Islands
Kuruva Islands are situated in the river Kabani along with North -East Border of Wayanad District. This place is located at about 44 kms, from Kalpetta. Mainly there are three islands and a few submergible Satellite Islands. The main island contains two small fresh water lakes. Several migratory birds are also seen there. These islands present a unique ecosystem, which may be of great interest for nature lovers.
Development of tourism in this area needs careful consideration. It is better to create tourist infrastructure in the main land of " Padri Reserve Forest" which is only 200 meters away and Kuruva Islands has to be kept out of constructions. The people who visit the place can stay in main land and go to this island by using rafts or country boats. Hence this will provide a unique experience to the visitors.
Thirunelly
This is considered to be a serene locality with religious significance. Papanasini River and temple here attracts large number of tourists. This is an ideal location for imparting Environmental Education and conducting trekking. The sylvan surroundings here fascinate many.
[image: ]
Thirunelly temple is a marvel of temple architecture. The shrine is shielded with 30 granite columns and the ground is paved with huge square pieces of granite. Pakshipathalam is only 10 km from Thirunelli. This place can be accessed only by trekking. Rare species of birds can be cited from the watchtower of this bird sanctuary.
Banasurakotta
This place is situated near Kelpetta, the headquarters of Wayanad district. It is one of the highest peaks in that region. Banasuralake is situated 25 km north east of Kalpetta, a mini hydro project, which is the largest earth dam in India and second largest in Asia. A sprawling sanctuary and park with everflowering trees are major tourist attractions. Trekking to BanasuraKotta is a novel experience.
Vellarimala
Vellarimala waterfall is situated near the boundary of Wayanad, Kozhikode and Malapuram Districts. It is possible to have trek path from the place to Nilambur. The Glass Temple of Kottamunda is located on the slope of Vellarimala and is dedicated to Parswanatha Swami of the Jain faith .the mirrors inside the temple walls reflect the images of the icons in the temple's sanctum sanctorum. Already large numbers have visited there.
Mananthavady
 It is the headquarters of North Wayanad Forest Division. The famous tomb of Pazhassi Raja is situated here. A large number of people are visiting this tomb to pay homage to this patriotic king. The other famous attractions are Thrislerry, Valliyoorkavu temples, Poonkazhi pond etc.The famous evergreen Rampur forest reserve is nearby.














BANASURASAGAR DAM

[image: Image result for banasura sagar dam]

The BanasuraSagar Dam, located 21 km from Kalpetta, is the largest earthen dam in India and the second largest in Asia. It is created by impounding the Karamanathodu tributary of the Kabini River. Construction was started in 1979, with the main objective being to support the Kakkayam Hydro-Electric Project, as well as to meet the irrigation and drinking water requirements of the people of the region.
The dam which is a kilometer long mud structure, is located in the midst of towering, mist-clad hills. There is a beautiful flower garden attached to the dam that makes it a lovely picnic spot. Largely unspoiled, the area around the dam is an ideal starting point for treks to the Banasura peak. The reservoir formed by the dam is dotted with tiny islands enveloped in thick foliage, and with the Banasura hill in the background offers a breathtaking view.
The dam, with its vast expanse of fresh, crystal clear waters, is an important tourist place in Wayanad with several other attractions nearby. Speed boats are available for hire, using which you can skim across the water and take in the sites. Pedal boats are also available for visitors who prefer a more leisurely way to enjoy the scenic beauty of the place.
The dam is part of the BanasuraSagar project of the Government of Kerala. The Kerala Hydel Tourism Centre operated by the Kerala State Electricity Board, introduced the Hydel Tourism concept here, which has been attracting thousands of tourists to the place. A visit to the dam is a truly exhilarating experience and is something that one should not miss. The best season to visit is between November and May. The dam is located 18kms from Banasura Hill Resort and the inspiration to build the resort rated as Asia's largest Earthen Resort by BBC News came from BanasuraSagar Dam.
It is a popular picnic spot which offers boating and other recreational activities. The dam was built using big stones and boulders. This dam site is also considered to be an ideal trekking point. Tourists can visit this dam during the monsoon season, when small islands can be seen in the dam reservoir.
It was constructed under the Indian BanasuraSagar Project that was started with an aim of supporting the Kakkayam Hydro Electric Power Project. This project also aimed at contributing to the drinking water and irrigation requirements of the locals during the hot summer season.  
The dam holds a large expanse of water and its picturesque beauty is enhanced by the chain of mountains seen on the backdrop. It is constructed in the Banasura Lake and the nearby mountains are known as Banasura Hills. Legends say that the Asura king of Banasura, (the son of King Mahabali, who is believed to visit Kerala during every Onam festival) undertook a severe penance on the top of these hills and thus it was named after him. The scenic mountains beckon adventure tourists and the dam site is an ideal starting point for trekking.
uring monsoon, visitors may also be able to see small islands in the dam reservoir. They are formed while the flooded reservoir submerges the surrounding areas too. The vast expanse of the crystal clear water of the dam dotted with small islands is a photographer's delight.
Location
Banasura  Dam, Wayanad
Banasura dam is located  21 km from Kalpetta, nearest town in Wayanad district, Kerala. It is nestled at the valley of  Banasura Hills, which is the third largest peak in Western Ghats.
The nearest city is Calicut (Kozhikode) which is 103 Kms from the dam site. It is around 288 Kms from Bangalore , the nearest metro.
Legend
BanasuraSagar Dam is constructed at the foot of Banasura Hill. This hill is named after the Asura king ‘Banasura’, son of King Mahabali (who is believed to visit Kerala during every Onam festival). Legends says that Banasura undertook a severe penance on the top of these hills and thus the place was named after him.
The moment of full dam opening
Activities
Nature Park Banasura Dam
BansuraSagar dam is a widely popular tourist spot in Wayanad. It is often the starting point for trekking to the scenic mountain range, Banasura hills.

The panoramic view is at its best during monsoon season.  Small islands can be seen in the dam reservoir during monsoon and that with the green mountain range in the backdrop, is simply spectacular!
There is a ‘Nature park’ with lots of traditional tree swings which make us want to become a child again. They have a refreshment stall also there.
Boating facility is made available to tourists to enjoy the full view of the dam reservoir and catchment area. You can choose either speed boat or pedal boat for the ride but the speed boat ride,  is an exhilarating experience and surely not one to be missed.
Skimming through the clear waters in speedboats is a thrill. Pedal boats are also available here.
· Children can enjoy horse riding.
· Trekking through the mist-covered hills of Wayanad.
· Trekking through the forests of Banasura hills is also a fun thing to do here.
· A leisure walk through the nature park near the boating area adds to the charm.
· Children can enjoy the traditional tree swings in the park.
· A visit to temples like ShriAyyappaMandir, ShriNathMandir can also be planned from the BanasuraSagar Dam.
Entry timing
All days of the week 
9 am to 5 pm
Entry fee 
	Category
	Amount

	Adults
	Rs.30

	Child
	Rs.10

	Still Camera
	Rs.40

	Video Camera 
	Rs.200

	Vehicle Parking
	Available

	Jeep and Van Ride
	Rs.130






Transportation facilities available to the Datm
By Air
· Kannur international airport (86km) is the nearest airport of the Dam. 
By Train:
· Kozhikode Railway Station is the nearest railway station 

By Road
· Padinjarathara Bus stand is the nearest bus stand of the Dam 

[image: Image result for banasura sagar dam]















PROS AND CONS OF BANASURASAGAR DAM 
PROS
· Food outlets as well as washroom facilities are available here.
· Horse riding facility is also available.
· Speed boat and motor boat rides are available.
· Superb panoramic view from the dam
CONS
· Extra charge is applicable for camera/video camera.
· It is almost 20 kms away from main town.

· Queue for boating is long and the ticket counter remains closed from 12:30 PM to 2:00 PM.













CHAPTER – IV 
DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
TABLE NO.4.1
AGE WISE CLASSIFICATION OF RESPONDENTS 
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	15 - 25
	15
	50

	25 – 35
	7
	23.34

	35 – 40
	5
	16.66

	Above 40
	3
	10

	Total
	30
	100


Source: Primary data

FIGURE NO.4.1
AGE WISECLASSIFICATION OF RESPONDENTS 


Figure 4.1 shows 50% of respondents are in the age group of 15 to 25years, 23.33% of respondents are in the age group 25-35. 16.66% of respondents are in the age group of 35-40, and 10% of respondents are in the age group above 40.
TABLE NO.4.2
GENDER WISE CLASSIFICATION OF RESPONDENTS
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	Male
	25
	83.34

	Female
	5
	16.66

	Total
	30
	100


           Source: Primary data

FIGURE NO.4.2
GENDER WISE CLASSIFICATION OF RESPONDENTS


Figure4.2shows that83.33% of respondents are male and 16.66% of respondents are female. 



TABLE NO.4.3
OCCUPATION OF RESPONDENTS 
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	Student
	10
	33.33

	Business
	5
	16.66

	Self-employment
	12
	40

	Un employment
	1
	3.33

	others
	2
	6.66

	Total
	30
	100


          Source: Primary data

FIGURE NO. 4.3
OCCUPATION OF RESPONDENTS 


Figure 4.3 shows that, 40% of respondents are self-employed, 33.33% of respondents are Students, 16.66% of respondents are business persons, 6.66 of them are belong to other occupational category and 3.33% of respondents are post un employed.

TABLE NO.4.4
MARTIAL STATUS
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	Single
	9
	30

	Married
	11
	36.66

	Widow
	3
	10

	divorced
	7
	23.33

	Total
	30
	100


        Source: Primary data

FIGURE NO. 4.4
MARTIAL STATUS


Figure no.4.4 shows that out of 30 respondents 36.66% of the respondents are married, 30% of the respondents are single, 23.33 of them are divorced and rest of the 10% of them are widow.


TABLE NO.4.5
HOW DID YOU GET INFORMATION ABOUT BANASURASAGAR DAM
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	Internet
	9
	30

	Travel brouchers
	3
	10

	Travel agency
	8
	26.66

	others
	10
	33.33

	Total
	30
	100


        Source: Primary data

FIGURE NO.4.5
HOW DID YOU GET INFORMATION ABOUT BANASURASAGAR DAM


Figure no.4.5 shows that 33.33% respondents come to know about the dam from other sources. 30% from internet, 26.66% from travel agency and rest of the 10% come to know about Banasurasagar dam from travel brouchers.


TABLE NO.4.6
HOW MANY TIMES HAVE YOU VISITED BANASURASAGARDAM
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	First time
	20
	66.66

	More than one time
	10
	33.33

	Total
	30
	100


           Source: Primary data

FIGURE NO.4.6
HOW MANY TIMES HAVE YOU VISITED BANASURASAGARDAM


Figure4.6 shows that66.66% of respondents visiting the dam first time and 33.33% of respondents visited the dam more than one time.




TABLE NO.4.7
WHICH IS THE BEST SEASON TO TRAVEL BANASURASAGAR DAM
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	Spring
	8
	26.66

	Autumon
	7
	23.33

	both
	15
	50

	Total
	30
	100


           Source: Primary data

FIGURENO.4.7
WHICH IS THE BEST SEASON TO TRAVEL BANASURASAGAR DAM


Figure no.4.7 shows that out of 30 respondents 50% of the respondents say that they like to visit the dam both seasons. 26.66 of them said that they like to visit the dam on spring season and rest of them wants to visit the dam in autumn season.



TABLE NO.4.8
IF THERE IS ANY RESTRICTIONS FOR ENTRY
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	Yes
	5
	16.66

	No
	25
	83.33

	Total
	30
	100


           Source: Primary data

FIGURE NO.4.8
IF THERE IS ANY RESTRICTIONS FOR ENTRY


Above Figure shows that 83.33% say that there no restriction for entry to the dam and remaining 16.66% say that there is restriction to enter the dam.



TABLE NO.4.9
MOST CHALLENGING PROBLEM FACED WHEN REACH IN BANASURA DAM
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	Quality of service
	4
	20

	Language
	9
	30

	accessibility
	15
	50

	Total
	30
	100


           Source: Primary data

FIGURE NO. 4.9
MOST CHALLENGING PROBLEM FACED WHEN REACH IN BANASURA DAM


Figure no.4.9 shows that 50% of the respondents say that the most challenging problem is accessibility. 30% of them say that language is the most challenging problem and rest of them say that quality of service is the most challenging problem they face when they reach Banasuradam.

TABLE NO.4.10
APT TIME TO VISIT BANASURASAGAR DAM
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	Early morning
	3
	10

	Morning
	2
	6.66

	Evening
	5
	16.66

	both
	20
	66.66

	Total
	30
	100


        Source: Primary data

FIGURE NO.4.10
APT TIME TO VISIT BANASURASAGAR DAM


Above Figure shows that 66.66%of the respondents say that both the times are apt to visit Banasuradam. 16.66% said that they want to visit banasura dam at evening, 10% of the respondents say early morning is apt and rest of the respondents say that morning is the best time for visiting the dam.

TABLE NO.4.11
WHICH ONE IS YOUR MOST HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITY
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	Horse riding
	2
	6.66

	Pedal boat
	10
	33.33

	Speed boat
	18
	60

	Total
	30
	100


           Source: Primary data

FIGURE NO.4.11
WHICH ONE IS YOUR MOST HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITY


Above Figure shows that out of 30 respondents 60% of the respondents say that they like speed boat more. 33.33% say that pedal boat is the most highlighted thing in dam and rest of the respondents say that horse riding is most highlighted thing.




TABLE NO.4.12
IS BANASURA DAM IS ECO FRIENDLY
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	yes
	30
	100

	no
	0
	0

	Total
	30
	100


           Source: Primary data

	FIGURE NO. 4.12
IS BANASURA DAM IS ECO FRIENDLY


Figure no.4.12 shows that the entire respondent agrees that Banasuradam is eco-friendly.



TABLE NO.4.13
MOST COMMON PURPOSE OF VISIT
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	Pleasure
	25
	83.33

	Business travel
	5
	16.66

	Total
	30
	100


           Source: Primary data

	FIGURE NO.4.13
MOST COMMON PURPOSE OF VISIT


Figure 4.13 shows that out of 30 respondents 83.33% of the respondents say that they visit Banasuradam for a pleasure trip and rest of the respondents visit because of business travel.


TABLE NO.4.14
IS THERE PARKING FACILITY
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	Yes
	20
	66.66

	no
	10
	33.33

	Total
	30
	100


           Source: Primary data

	FIGURE NO.4.14
IS THERE PARKING FACILITY


Above Figure shows that 66.66% say that there is parking facility at Banasura dam and rest of the 33.33% say that here is no parking facility at all.



TABLE NO.4.15
WHICH TYPE OF ACCOMMODATION WOULD YOU PREFER
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	Private property
	13
	43.33

	Hotels
	12
	40

	resorts
	5
	16.66

	Total
	30
	100


           Source: Primary data

FIGURE NO.4.15
WHICH TYPE OF ACCOMMODATION WOULD YOU PREFER


Above Figure shows that 43.33% of the respondents say that they prefer private property for stay. 40% say that they prefer hotels and 16.66% say that they like to stay in resorts.




TABLE NO.4.16
IS THERE ANY RESORT NEAR TO BANASURA DAM
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	Yes
	22
	73.33

	no
	8
	26.66

	Total
	30
	100


           Source: Primary data

	FIGURE NO.4.16
IS THERE ANY RESORT NEAR TO BANASURA DAM


Above Figure shows that 73.33% say that there is resorts nearBanasuradam and rest of the 33.33% say that there is no resort at all near Banasuradam.


TABLE NO.4.17
ROAD CONDITION TO BANASURA DAM
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	Good
	6
	20

	Not bad
	20
	66.66

	Excellent
	4
	13.33

	Total
	30
	100


           Source: Primary data

FIGURE NO.4.17
ROAD CONDITION TO BANASURA DAM


Figureno.4.17 shows that out of 30 respondents 66.66% of them say that the road towards Banasuradam is not bad. 20% say that it is good and remaining 20% say that the road was excellent.

TABLE NO.4.18
CAN WE DRIVE UP TO DAM IN OUR VEHICLE
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	Yes
	30
	100

	no
	0
	0

	Total
	30
	100


           Source: Primary data

	FIGURENO.4.18
CAN WE DRIVE UP TO DAM IN OUR VEHICLE


Above Figure shows that entire respondents say that they can drive up to dam in their own vehicle.



TABLE NO.4.19
ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH YOUR TRIP
	Category
	No. of respondents
	Percentage

	Yes
	28
	93.33

	no
	2
	6.66

	Total
	30
	100


           Source: Primary data

	FIGURE NO.4.19
ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH YOUR TRIP


Figure no.4.19 shows that out of 30 respondents 93.33% say that they are satisfied with their trip to Banasurasagrdam and rest of the 6.66% say that they are not at all satisfied with their trip to Banasurasagardam.
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FINDINGS, SUGGESTIONS AND CONCLUSION
5.1 FINDINGS
· This tourist hotspot is well maintained by the Government as a part of the Indian BanasuraSagar Project.It provides irrigation, drinking water and electricity to surrounding places.
· One of the beautiful sights here is the set of islands in the dam's reservoir. These islands with the Banasura hills in the background are a visual treat for those who visit the dam and its premises. The dam is very close to Karalad Lake, another tourist spot in Wayanad.
· This dam site is also considered to be an ideal trekking point.
· The best season to be at BanasuraSagar dam is from November to May.
· From the age wise analysis it is seen that most of the respondents are in the age group of 15 – 25
· From the gender wise analysis of respondents is seen that majority of respondents are male.
· Occupational status of respondents show that majority of respondents are self-employed.
· Majority of the respondents are married.
· Most of the respondents came to know about the tourist destination through other sources 
· Most of the tourists visit to this site is first time.
· Most of the respondents opinioned that spring season is the best season to visit BanasuraSagar
· Majority of respondents stated that there is no restriction for entry.
· From the study it is found that accessibility to the destination is the most challenging problems is pointed out by majority of respondents.
· Most of the respondents say that the favourable time to visit the destination is both morning and evening.
· Pedal boating is the most highlight activity of majority of respondents in the destination.
· All of the respondents stated that BanasuraSagar dam is ecofriendly.
· Majority of the respondent’s purpose of visit the destination is pleasure.
· Majority of respondents stated that there is parking facility available in the destination.
· Most of the respondents prefer private property accommodation in the destination.
· Most of the respondents stated that resort facility available near to the dam
· Majority of respondents stated that road condition to the Dam is not bad
· All of the respondents say that they can drive up to the dam in their own vehicle.
· Almost all of the respondents are satisfied with their trip to BanasuraSagar Dam
















5.2 SUGGESTIONS
· Accessibility to the location is the major problems pointed out by the visitors. So more public transportation services should be allowed to the location.
· The road to the location should be well maintained.
· Improve guidance facilities by appointing authorized guides and provide guide maps.
· Make this destination plastic free by proper waste management.
· Provide more quality services at reasonable rate.
· Better attention should be given to improve security and communication facilities.
· More initiatives should be taken to develop the tourism in the area.

















5.3 CONCLUSION
Built on the River Kabini at a height of 270 metres, this is beautiful dam located in God’s own country, Kerala. A set of islands that were formed when the reservoir submerged the surrounding areas, with the Banasura hills in the background make up for one of the most picturesque sights and a popular tourist destination. Enclosing Kabini’sKaramanathodu tributary,  Banasura Sagar dam is the largest earthen dam in India and the second largest of its kind in Asia owing to the hardened pile-up of stones, rocks, and soil, structured as a dam. Located in Kalpetta, this is among the most visited destinations in Northern Kerala. The dam also offers a trek at the Banasura Hill, the zenith of which provides a spectacular view of the valley with mist covering the hills of Wayanad. From pedal boat to a speedboat, the dam has an option for you to glide over the crystal clear water making way through the islands that garnish the lake. There is also a nature park near the boating area. The Banasura Hill Resort which is about a 20 km distance from the dam was rated Asia’s largest Earthen Resort by BBC. The Banasura Dam in Wayanad is an ideal spot for a family picnic. Everyone visiting the place will enjoy the view of not only the dam but also the surrounding areas. The place is a proper tourist spot. It offers quite a few amusing activities for the visitors all of which are worth. The primary objective of the study is to analyze the tourism in Banasura sagar Dam. The study shows that Banasursagar Dam has huge scope in tourism industry of Wayanad. The dam and the natural beauty of the locality is attracted by both domestic and foreign tourists. The tourists pointed out the difficulty in reaching the place. The major suggestion of the study is that authorities have to develop the transportation and other infrastructural facilities near the Dam. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE

Required:

1. Name:

2. Age:
· 15-25
· 25-35
· 35-45
· Above 40

3. Gender 
· Male
· Female

4. What is your current status?
· Student 
· Business 
· Self-employment 
· Others 

5. Marital status
· Single 
· Married 
· Widow 
· Divorced 

6. How did you get information about Banasurasagar dam?
· Internet 
· Travel broachers 
· Travel agency 
· Others 

7. How many times have you visited Banasurasagar dam?
· First time
· More than one time


8. Which is the best season to travel Banasurasagar dam?
· Spring 
· Autumn 
· Both

9. If there is any restrictions for entry?
· Yes 
· No 

10. What are the most challenging problems that you face when reach in Banasurasagar dam? 
· Quality of service
· Language 
· Accessibility 

11. Which is the apt time to visit Banasurasagar dam?
· Early morning
· Morning 
· Evening 
· Both 

12. Which one is your most highlight activity?
· Horse riding
· Pedal boat
· Speed boat
13. Is Banasuradam an eco friendly place to visit?
· Yes 
· No 

14. What is most common purpose of your travel?
· Pleasure 
· Business travel 

15. Is there any parking facility near Banasura dam?
· Yes 
· No 
16. Which type of accommodation would you prefer?
· Private property
· Hotels 
· Resorts 
17. Is there any resort near to Banasurasagar dam?
· Yes 
· No 

18. How is the road condition to Banasurasagar dam?
· Good
· Not bad
· Excellent 

19. Can we drive up to dam in our vehicle?
· Yes 
· No

20. Are you satisfied with your trip?
· Yes 
· No 





Percentage	15 - 25	25 – 35	35 – 40	Above 40	50	23.330000000000005	16.66	10	Percentage	Male	Female	83.33	16.66	Percentage	Student	Business	Self-employment	Un employment	others	33.33	16.66	40	3.3299999999999987	6.6599999999999975	Percentage	Single	Married	Widow	divorced	30	36.660000000000011	10	23.330000000000005	Percentage	Internet	Travel brouchers	Travel agency	others	30	10	26.66	33.33	Percentage	First time	More than one time	66.66	33.33	Percentage	Spring	Autumon	both	26.66	23.330000000000005	50	Percentage	yes	no	16.66	83.33	Percentage	Quality of service	Language	accessibility	20	30	50	Percentage	Early morning	Morning	Evening	both	10	6.6599999999999975	16.66	66.66	Percentage	Horse riding	Pedal boat	Speed boat	6.6599999999999975	33.33	60	Percentage	yes	no	100	0	Percentage	Pleasure	Business travel	83.33	16.66	Percentage	yes	no	66.66	33.33	Percentage	Private property	Hotels	resorts	43.33	40	16.66	Percentage	yes	no	73.33	26.66	Percentage	Good	Not bad	Excellent	20	66.66	13.33	Percentage	yes	no	100	0	Percentage	yes	no	93.33	6.6599999999999975	58
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