1.1 INTRODUCTION

The most important question pertaining to the sociology of migration research in general is why migration occurs and how it is sustained over time. This study is about student outmigration and is based on individual level, and household level analysis. The main emphasis is given in the role of social networks and social capital in migration theory. This study is based on student migrants for higher education to foreign countries. It is important to realize that al the movements have common roots, and that they are closely interrelated. The movements require regular and sustained social contacts over time across space. It involves individuals, their networks of social relations, their communities, and broader institutionalized structures such as local and national governments. For thousands of years, people have migrated in search for food, survive, conquer frontiers, and colonize new territories, escape from war zones or political turmoil and look for new and more rewarding and exciting opportunities. In a broad sense, the history of the world is the history of human migration and settlement. The founding fathers of sociology captures the major trends of social change the transition from a traditional to a modern society, there is also a story of migration. The pursuit of education abroad has become an increasingly popular trend among the youth in recent years. This chapter provides an overview of the background and context surrounding the preference of studying abroad among young individuals.

1.2 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
It provides insights into the motivations of the youth in choosing to study abroad, contributing to the existing body of knowledge on international education.
Educational institutions can use the findings to tailor their programs and services to meet the needs and expectations of prospective international students.
Policymakers can gain a deeper understanding of the factors influencing the movement of students across borders, facilitating the development of effective policies to support international education.

1.3 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Understanding the factors that drive the youth's preference for studying abroad is crucial for educational institutions, policymakers, and stakeholders. This section explores the rationale behind the research and highlights the importance of investigating the motivations and influences shaping this preference.
1.4 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

· To examine the factors influencing the preference of studying abroad among youth with special reference to Kannur District.
· To find out the casual factors of out-migration of students for abroad studies.
· To analyse the impact of cultural, economic, and educational factors on the decision-making process.
· To identify trends and patterns in the choices of study destinations among the youth.

1.5 SCOPE OF THE STUDY

The preference for studying abroad among youth is influenced by various factors, and it can vary from individual to individual. Clarify the specific aspects of abroad study and youth preferences that will be explored.
1.6 METHODOLOGY
The study is designed as an empirical one based on the survey method. Primary data were used for the smooth conduct of the study.

Research Design

The present study basically was followed descriptive type of research design.

SAMPLE SIZE

The study was conducted by taking a sample of 50 respondents from 5 college of Kannur District.

SAMPLING TECHNIQUE

Random sampling is used in this study. 
Source of Data

Primary and secondary source of information was used in this study. This study includes both primary and secondary sources of information.

Secondary source includes published and unpublished materials, published books, journals, reports, mimeographs and documents was used in this study. This study was also used unpublished articles, report, books, thesis and google scholar (internet).

TOOLS FOR DATA ANALYSIS
Different Statistical tools used for the data analysis are

Tabular representation

It is the statistical tool used to present data in rows and columns.

Charts

Charts are another statistical tool used to present data in graphs and diagrams.

TOOLS FOR DATA ANALYSIS

The collected data will be tabulated in MS Excel and the data analysis will be done in simple percentage method.

PLAN OF ANALYSIS

The data collected through questionnaires will be analyzed using simple percentage method and statistical tools, the data will be analysed. Interpretations are drawn based on the analysis.
1.7 PERIOD OF THE STUDY

The period of study was conducted on 21 days.

1.8 LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

· Due to different reasons it is not possible to survey on current youth migrants.
· The study is based on sample survey
· The size of the sample has been 50 respondents.
· A detailed study was not possible due to the limitation and constraint of timeframe
2.1 REVIEW OF LITERATURE
Ward, Bochner, and Furnham (2001) international students commonly struggle with the transition from their home country to America. The many physical, mental, and emotional challenges that International students endure as they transition to college life are more abundant than what an average American student’s experience. As International students travel from a familiar way of life in their native country into an entirely different culture, they may experience culture shock while at the same time being required to cope with the major transition into college life.

Mazzarol and Soutar (2002) identified “push and pull” factors in the international student destination choice. Push factors are those that drive students to leave their country, such as poor economic conditions, lack of quality higher education choice domestically, lack of career opportunities etc. Pull factors on the other side are prospects for future employment, high quality of education institutions, access to funding, or safe and pleasant environment.

Holger (2002) includes an extensive review of the theoretical perspectives relating to

globalization and education. He first sets out a range of theoretical perspectives on globalization and provides an overview of the current areas of discourse and then discusses economic dimensions of globalization, changes affecting the nation-state, and cultural convergence and divergence; finally, he introduces a variety of contradictory demands on education. He recognizes that "the degree of coupling between the state/ society and the education system may vary from one country to another and from time to time"

Castles (2003) observes that international migration is an essential part of globalization. Basically students go to foreign countries in order to grab the opportunities in this globalized world so the number is arising. Globalization has provided different opportunities to students. In this proposed study the analysis will be made by three theoretical conceptualizations of globalization: neo- liberalism, critical perspectives (e.g., World- System, Neo - Marxism), and world culture theory.

Cubillo et al. (2006) institution’s image influences international students’ decision. Several aspects relate to living in the study destination and city such as safety, cultural activities, international experience, university environment, facilities, quality of life, visa application and immigration prospects.
Giddens (2011) has talked about migration which opinions, is a process of global integration. It is a reflection of economic, political and cultural ties between countries. It links countries of origin and countries destinations. Scholar have identified four model of migration to describe the main global population movement since 1945 such as the classic model (Canada, USA, and Australia), the colonial model (France and United Kingdom), the guest workers model (Germany Switzerland and Belgium) and illegal model.

Rosenzweig (2017) found that flows of students are from low-wage to high-wage countries because students are motivated by the wish to exploit the opportunity to acquire employment in the country wherein they acquired their education.

Zheng, (2018) found that economic factor (29 percent) was the most important determinant of student's intention to study abroad. Unemployment as main push factor. Majority of the potential students aspire to go to USA and Australia because of globally accepted degree along with employment opportunities during studies and post studies. There is a direct relation between education and employment.
3.1 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
Abroad education has become an important industry with the growing concept of international education. According to UNESCO sources (UIS, 2018) more than 5.09 million of students crossed national boundaries in 2017 to pursue their higher education. The most common followed direction of cross-border student flow is from developing to western developed countries. As per the results of the 'Higher Education special survey: Abroad Higher education is already grown to be a global business. International education industry in many western countries such as U.S.A., Canada, Australia, and Europe add huge wealth to the nation’s economy and also produce a large amount of work as well as employment for the country’s residents. The U.S. continues to host the largest share of international students, though its share has been diminishing in the recent years (Varghese, 2020).

According to International Finance Corporation (IFC), 2015, the average participation of students in abroad education is on rise at about 2%each year. Students more than two million globally study outside of their home country and is estimated to rise around eight million by the 2025. According to The Institute of International Education in 2014, the growth rate of abroad education has increased about to 3%. Indian students near about 300,000were proceeded to different western countries to complete their higher education (Khosla, 2015). The IIE Open Doors Report, (2014) also indicated that 53% of all American students’ study abroad destinations are in Europe.

According to Varghese (2020), The most important international student sending countries are China, India, Saudi Arabia and the Republic of Korea. These countries jointly account for more than one-fourths of the total international students in 2015. Among these countries, China is the highest sourcing country of sending students abroad for their higher studies. Their share in total international mobile students increased from 6.8 per cent in 1995 to 17.4 per cent in 2015. Along with china, India too has increased its share of international students from 2.3 per cent to 6.0 per cent in 2015. India sends around 305,000 students abroad for studies. Five countries such as: USA, Australia, Canada, UK, UAE and New Zealand host more than 70 per cent of the Indian students going abroad.

The Economist Survey on higher education signifies that income from annual tuition fees alone is approximately $30 billion. With huge profit margin and growing demand in higher education sector, many of the private companies such as consultancies have also entered the education business to facilitate this process. In addition to it, even government-affiliated universities are seeking to become independent and function as private university to generate more profit. This growing demand has resulted to attract international students in many universities. To facilitate this process, universities have even designed their courses as per international requirements and demand, appointed agents / consultancies abroad, to market their courses and publicize the offers widely in the media. With globalization, Universities are multiplying their reach beyond geographical borders. The European, Australian and American Universities are setting up branch campuses in Singapore, India, China and the Gulf countries. Similarly, many of them are collaborating with other local institutions abroad to teach their courses under their brand name without getting into direct business participation.
Since overseas education has become a vital industry to boost nation’s economy, it is

important to take care of it as such. Oversear education providing countries and associations must consider the education industry as similar as they think about any other industries. With that idea marketing comes at prime. Hence, the Governments and institutions must understand and act to create a centre of attention among foreign students. They should facilitate foreign students accurately what they are in search of. Universities must recognize why students decided to go abroad. International study is an attractive research field not only as it is contributing huge revenue to the institutions as well as nations but also because very limited writings has been made on marketing perspective of international education markets (Mazzarol T., 1998).

The next section demonstrates some of the international student mobility trends and reasons that drive student mobility. This understanding will certainly stipulate universities and colleges a clear viewpoint and opinions of international students regarding where they want to study, how they decide academic programs and courses, why do they want to study abroad and what are the main factors influencing them to study abroad.
Mobility of International Students and their Study Destinations

In recent decades, the number of students preferring to study abroad is growingremarkably.it is about 1.3 million in 1990 and quadrupling about to 5 million in near 2014 which is even more than double of the 2.1 million of internationally mobile students in 2000 –along with an annual increase of 10%. OECD projected international student mobility to reach 8 million by the end of 2025. This advocates increment in international student’s numbers each year. The most preferred overseas study destinations are the USA, Australia, Canada, UK, Germany, and France.

The recent data from Institute of International Education, 2018, illustrated improvement of international enrolment by 1.5 % i.e. (from 1,078,822 to 1,094,792) in year 2017 to 2018. Then again these numbers slightly improved in the year 2018 to 2019 by 0.05%i.e. (from 1,094,792 to 1,095,299). though, the number of international students in the U.S. declined by 1.8% about to 1,075,496 students in 2020. Likewise, in 2020/21, the international students total number at U.S. universities diminishes by 15% i.e. nearly 914,095 students. The top sourcing countries of international students in the United States are China, India, South Korea, Canada, and Saudi Arabia.
Factors Driving the Education Abroad Trend

For decades, studying abroad has been a cherished dream for countless Indian students for a brighter future, unlocking doors to global careers and enhanced knowledge. According to the Indian Student Mobility Report 2023, nearly 13 lakh Indian students have participated in the study abroad programs. The US (69%) topped other popular choices like the UK (54 percent), Canada (43 percent), and Australia (27 percent), stated the second edition of Oxford International's Student Global Mobility Index report. However, with countries enforcing stricter immigration policies and increasing scrutiny of foreign students, Indian students who aspire to study abroad are facing numerous challenges.
Diversity of Academic Programs: Foreign universities boast a rich tapestry of academic programs, encompassing both traditional subjects and emerging fields. They also offer a plethora of niche specializations within broader disciplines that help Indian students to delve deeper into specific areas of interest to thrive in a globalized world.
Global Exposure: Students get to interact with people from different backgrounds, and learn new languages and cultures. The exposure to different cultures ultimately boosts confidence and enhances skillsets as per global standards.
Availability of Scholarships: A multitude of scholarships and financial aid options are offered by foreign universities, significantly covering a portion of tuition fees. Some of the most sought-after scholarships include Merit-Based Scholarships, Need-Based Scholarships, Subject-Specific Scholarships, Government Scholarships, etc. This allows students to gain global exposure while offsetting high educational costs.

Access to Advanced Technology and Innovation: Students believe that studying at universities abroad specialise in state-of-the-art technology and innovation, which can give them an edge in their chosen field of study.

The Shifting Visa Landscape:

In recent years, there has been a noticeable shift in the visa policies of several key destination countries, including:

Australia: The Australian government's recent changes include higher English proficiency test scores. The Temporary Graduate visa score has increased from IELTS 6.0 to 6.5, and for a student visa, from IELTS (or equivalent) 5.5 to 6.0. Financially, students must show evidence of $29,710 to be eligible for a student visa, a 17 percent hike from previous levels. The Genuine Student Test has replaced the Genuine Temporary Entrant requirement.
Canada: Canada has capped the number of student visas at 360,000, a 35 percent drop as compared to last year. Open work permits are only available to spouses of overseas students pursuing Masters or doctoral programmes. Student permit applications now require a letter of attestation from a Canadian province confirming its capacity to accommodate the applicant.

United Kingdom: The UK visa fees have surged from £363 to £490, an increase of 35%. There have also been revisions in the Immigration Health Surcharge from £675 to £1,035. The UK has also announced that international students from 2024 will be restricted from bringing in dependent family members with them as they pursue their studies.

United States of America: The US embassy has declared that all F, M, and J student visa applicants must use their own passport information while creating a profile and scheduling visa appointments. F or M visa applicants must enrol in a school or program certified by the Student and Exchange Visitor Program. Students applying for a J visa need sponsorship from a US State Department-approved organisation.

Most Common Challenges of Studying Abroad
1. Money and finances. How to get a grip on them

Financial insecurities can be one of the most significant stressors of studying abroad. Financial stress may appear due to a high tuition fee and other day-to-day living expenses.  Especially at the beginning of your international education journey, the number of expenses might seem overwhelming. Thinking about the tuition fee, costs of academic supplies, accommodation, insurance, and many other financial aspects waiting to be paid can be nerve-wracking. Nevertheless, there are ways to minimise these expenses and make your financial planning less scary.
2. The other language. What you can do to break the barrier

Studying and living abroad often means that you have to speak a different language than your mother tongue. While this can be exciting sometimes, the language barrier can also affect the mental wellbeing of international students. For international students, the language barrier is particularly challenging in this two contexts:

· Be patient, things will start making more sense  

The majority of international students choose to study an English-taught programme. Of course, for native English speakers, language is not an issue. However, for many foreign students, English is their second language. If you’re one of them, getting used to academic English may take time and extra effort. You may feel like some topics only make sense if you translate them into your native language. And that’s alright! On a lighter note, regardless of the language, some of the subjects or classes you take will make no sense at first. Just trust the process, and with practice and time, language barriers in your academic life will slowly disappear. 

· The special offer of learning two languages for the price of one

You may not have thought about it, but if you are not English or if you study somewhere else than UK, you will have the chance to also practice the local language. Your study programme as an international student may be taught in English, but the local language in your country of study may be completely different. For instance, in Europe, there are many English-taught programmes whilst countries have distinctive native languages. You may feel insecure at first, and discouraged from interacting with local communities, it’s understandable, but that should not stop you from trying. Being surrounded by people speaking a different language will allow you to practise your new language skills and learn them even faster. After all, outside the comfort zone is where the greatest growth happens.
3. How to cope with feeling homesick

Living in a foreign country will most likely leave you feeling homesick. The truth is there will be days when things aren’t going right, and you’re far away from people and surroundings that could comfort you. Feeling homesick can make you crave familiarity and support from close people. Sometimes, the feeling may become overwhelming. However, it’s important to realise that this is a normal experience and a common part of living abroad. Especially during the first year of university, feelings of homesickness may be a frequent visitor in your weekly life. But eventually, the feeling becomes less and less strong as you settle down in the new country and start building familiarity with your new home.

It helps to remember that almost everyone in your situation feels homesick, but here are some practical tips on how to cope with this emotion:

· Make a schedule and stick to it

What helps to feel at home in a new environment is creating a routine that you can follow daily. It can be a new morning coffee ritual, a plan to exercise, weekly social activities or a daily walk outside. Making a pleasant routine and sticking to your schedule will give you something to look forward to. And most importantly, it will make your new home feel more like home. 

· Call your family and friends as often as you want

Even though your family and friends are not nearby, in today’s modern reality, they’re only one call away. Calling or texting with your loved ones can ease the feeling of homesickness. On top of that, a video call can feel even more intimate and make you feel their support from a distance.

Exchanging hand-written letters can be another way to keep in touch with your family and friends. How exciting is it to wait for a letter to arrive? Make it a tradition to exchange letters with your loved ones, and after each mail, you’ll get a sense of closeness you may be craving.

· Avoid boredom 

Whilst some boredom now and then is okay, feeling it often will only accelerate the feeling of homesickness. Try to keep yourself busy. Pick up a new hobby, take on a part-time job or get involved in more social gatherings, and there will be less time to sink into difficult emotions. 

· Allow yourself to feel homesick

Just like wallowing after a breakup, when homesickness hits, sometimes you just have to allow yourself to feel it. Accept that feeling homesick is normal, and the feeling will eventually pass. When you’re feeling down, listen to music from your home country, call your family and friends, eat familiar food or cook your favourite traditional meal if you can. Let the feeling of homesickness out of your system but don’t dwell on it for too long. Remind yourself that living abroad is a unique experience, and your home will always be there when you come back. 
4. Adapting to your new country

Feeling that you fit in when you move to a new country can be challenging. It involves very practical things like using a different currency and getting used to the local diet, but also more subtle aspects like cultural differences and traditions. These factors can prove a real challenge in your efforts to adapt to your new country. 

· The practical side of fitting in

When it comes to currency differences, knowing the exchange rate is a must. Before you become familiar with the new currency, find the most convenient way to convert the prices into the currency you're used to. Another helpful tip is asking locals for advice. For instance, to avoid overpaying, consult other people about how much they would pay for a specific thing.

Adjusting to the local diet can be a tough part of living abroad, especially for those who are used to a completely different cuisine. For example, students from Europe moving to a country in Asia can experience a culinary shock. Moreover, familiar food can be a profound emotional need for some students and even provoke homesickness. Thus, getting used to the local diet takes time and patience and shouldn’t be overlooked. 

· The social side of fitting in 

Depending on how different the local culture is from your own, getting used to the local way of living can feel very new. As a foreigner, in the beginning, you may not be aware of all the unwritten rules in your host country and experience cultural misunderstandings. These may occur even when you’re moving within the same continent! For instance, while in the Netherlands walking into your host’s house with your shoes on is completely acceptable, in more Eastern parts of Europe, you will be expected to take your shoes off upon your arrival. Although such situations may lead to inevitable misunderstandings, don’t be embarrassed. Learn from these mistakes and try to adapt.

Trying to maintain your own traditions while being part of new ones can sometimes make you feel like an outsider in the new country. While you may be used to some ways of celebrating and performing rituals, locals in your host country may invite you to participate in their traditions and ways of celebrating. Being open to these kinds of new experiences will allow you to take part in society and learn more about the local culture. Moreover, it will allow you to adapt to the host country faster. 

5. Finding a supportive network

In most cases, students go abroad alone to pursue higher education. Family members, friends, former colleagues and classmates are left behind while students go away on a new adventure. On the one hand, having a clean slate to build a new life in a foreign country is very exciting. On the other hand, the thought of being alone in an unfamiliar environment can be daunting.
Advantages of studying abroad

Although studying abroad looks scary sometimes, there are many benefits to this international experience. Every year, Studyportals helps over 36 million students to find the perfect study-abroad destination. We help them choose from over 200.000 Bachelor’s, Master’s, and PhD programmes from 3750 universities all over the world. With this many students worldwide choosing an education outside their home countries, it proves that the advantages of studying abroad beat the scary feeling of moving to a new country. 

For the most part of this article, we have talked about the potential challenges of studying abroad and how to overcome them. But to encourage you to take on these challenges with more confidence, here is a list of some advantages of being a foreign student:

1. More independence and self-efficacy

Being away from familiar surroundings pushes you to become more self-reliant. Taking care of yourself, your home, your finances, and your meals will give you a sense of independence and a feeling of self-efficacy.

2. Broader perspective 

Studying abroad takes you out of your comfort zone. Living in a new country exposes you to new experiences, cultures, different people and traditions and allows you to adapt to them in new creative ways.

3. Allows you to practice a different language

Studying in another country will most likely mean you have to speak a different language daily. In the beginning, this may be challenging, but it will give you a chance to practise the language daily and will definitely boost your language game.

4.  Future employment perspectives

Having an international education is a great asset  in the labour market. These days, employers seek to bring more internationally-minded people into their work environments. As a foreign student, you can impress your future employers with a unique and open understanding of different cultures and be ready to immerse yourself in a global marketplace. Moreover, flexibility, adaptation skills, multicultural experience, and language knowledge are other great work qualities that you will have as an international student.

5. It’s a lot of fun

Let’s face it, the best thing about studying abroad is that it’s a lot of fun! During this time you meet many diverse people, including other international students. Additionally, being surrounded by a multicultural environment is a unique experience that enriches your inner world and allows you to explore new cultures and traditions through the eyes of the locals. Studying abroad also opens up opportunities for more travel. Chances to travel to new places tend to increase when you choose to study in a foreign country. In short, the new people you’ll meet and the experiences you’ll have during your international education will make up for the greatest adventure of your life.

TABLE 4.1
AGE WISE CLASSIFICATION 
	PARTICULARS
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	18-24
	15
	30

	25-30
	25
	50

	31-35
	8
	16

	36 and above
	2
	4

	TOTAL
	50
	100


      Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.1
AGE WISE CLASSIFICATION 

[image: image1.emf]30

50

16

4

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

18-24 25-30 31-35 36 and above


INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 50% of the respondents are from the age group of 25 to 30 years. 30% of the respondents are from the age group of 18 to 24 years. 16% of the respondents belongs to the age group of 31 to 35 years. 5% of the respondents are from the age group of 36 and above age group.   

TABLE 4.2
GENDER WISE CLASSIFICATION
	PARTICULARS
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Male 
	26
	52

	Female 
	24
	48

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.2
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 52% of the respondents are male. 48% of the respondents are female. 

TABLE 4.3
CURRENT EDUCATIONAL STATUS
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONSES
	PERCENTAGE

	High school graduate 
	7
	14

	Undergraduate 
	24
	48

	Postgraduate 
	15
	30

	Other 
	4
	8

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.3
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 48% of the respondents are undergraduate. 30% of the respondents are post graduates. 14% of the respondents are high school graduate. 9% of the respondents have other qualification.  

TABLE 4.4
EVER CONSIDERED STUDYING ABROAD 
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Yes 
	26
	52

	No 
	9
	18

	Not sure 
	15
	30

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 52% of the respondents considered studying abroad. 30% of them not sure about it. 18% of the respondents are not considered studying abroad. 

TABLE 4.5
RATE YOUR PROFICIENCY IN THE LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION IN YOUR PREFERRED STUDY DESTINATION
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Beginner 
	9
	18

	Intermediate 
	14
	28

	Advanced 
	10
	20

	Fluent 
	17
	34

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that the 34% of the respondents are fluent in the language of instruction in their preferred study destination.  28% of the respondents are intermediate, 20% are advanced and 18% of the respondents are beginner in the language of instruction in their preferred study destination.  

TABLE 4.6
MAIN REASON FOR CONSIDERING STUDYING ABROAD
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Academic reputation of foreign universities 
	5
	10

	Exposure to different cultures 
	13
	26

	Career opportunities 
	12
	24

	Quality of education
	10
	20

	Language proficiency improvement
	9
	18

	Other 
	1
	2

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows the 26% of the respondent’s main reason for considering studying abroad is to explore different cultures.  24% of the respondent’s main reason for considering studying aboard is career opportunities.  20% said quality of education, 18% said language proficiency improvement and 10% said academic reputation of foreign universities is the main reason for considering studying abroad is to explore different cultures.

TABLE 4.7
HOW DO YOU PLAN TO FINANCE YOUR STUDIES ABROAD
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Personal savings
	5
	10

	Scholarships 
	18
	36

	Student loans 
	10
	20

	Financial support from family
	9
	18

	Part-time work while studying 
	8
	16

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.7
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that the 36% of the respondents said that they plan to study abroad using scholarships.  20% planned to use student loans while 18% of them planned to use financial support from family to study abroad.  16% of the respondents planned to do part-time work while studying and 10% planned to use personal savings to study abroad using scholarships. 

TABLE 4.8
LEVEL OF EDUCATION WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN PURSUING ABROAD
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Undergraduate 
	18
	36

	Postgraduate 
	20
	40

	Short-term courses/workshop
	12
	24

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.8
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that the 40% of the respondents interested to do post-graduation in abroad.  36% of the respondents wants to pursue their under graduation. 24% of them want to study short term courses/workshop in aboard. 

TABLE 4.9
PRIMARILY GATHER INFORMATION ABOUT STUDYING ABROAD
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	University websites
	4
	8

	Social media 
	19
	38

	Friends or family who studied abroad  
	12
	24

	Study abroad fairs 
	10
	20

	Educational consults 
	4
	8

	Other 
	1
	2

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.9
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 38% of the respondents primarily gathered information about studying abroad from social media. 24% got information from their friends or family who studies abroad. 20% said that they primarily gathered information about studying abroad from study abroad fairs. 8% from university websites, 8% from educational consults and 2% of the respondents primarily gathered information about studying from other sources. 

TABLE 4.10
WHAT ROLE DOES THE POLITICAL CLIMATE OF A COUNTRY PLAY IN YOUR DECISION TO STUDY THERE
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Very significant 
	12
	24

	Significant 
	20
	40

	Neutral 
	9
	18

	Not very significant 
	5
	10

	Not significant at all
	4
	8

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.10
WHAT ROLE DOES THE POLITICAL CLIMATE OF A COUNTRY PLAY IN YOUR DECISION TO STUDY THERE
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 40% of the respondents opined that political climate of a country plays significant role in their decision to study abroad. 28% have neutral opinion, 24% said it has very significant role and 10% said the political climate of a country not plays very significant role in their decision to study abroad. 8% of the respondents said that it is not significant at all. 

TABLE 4.11
SOURCE OF INFORMATION
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Professor 
	8
	16

	Parents 
	6
	12

	Kins/relatives 
	4
	8

	Friends 
	9
	18

	Newspaper 
	13
	26

	Electronic media
	6
	12

	Other
	4
	8

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.11
SOURCE OF INFORMATION
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 26% of the respondents said that they got information from newspaper. 18% got information from friends, 16% got it from their professors, 12% got information from their electronic media and 12% got information from their parents. 8% from Kin/relatives and 8% of the respondents got information from other sources. 

TABLE 4.12
THEMES ABOUT ASPIRATIONS AND EXPECTATIONS OF ABROAD STUDIES
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Twin motives
	7
	14

	Educational motives 
	18
	36

	Economic motives 
	10
	20

	Social motives 
	6
	12

	New themes 
	4
	8

	Other 
	3
	6

	No response 
	2
	4

	Total
	50
	100


   Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.12
THEMES ABOUT ASPIRATIONS AND EXPECTATIONS OF ABROAD STUDIES
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INTERPRETATION
Above table and graph shows that 36% of the respondents said educational motives is the themes about aspirations and expectations of abroad studies. 20% said economic motives, 14% said twin motives and 13% said social motives, 8% of the respondents said new themes, 6% said other and 4% of the respondents have no response.    

TABLE 4.13
WHICH COUNTRY ARE YOU PLANNING TO GO TO
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	USA
	10
	20

	UK
	11
	22

	Australia 
	9
	18

	Japan
	5
	10

	New Zealand 
	7
	14

	China 
	6
	12

	Others 
	2
	4

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.13
WHICH COUNTRY ARE YOU PLANNING TO GO TO
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 22% of the respondents opined that they are planning to go to UK. 20% of them planning to go to USA. 18% planned to go to Australia and 14% planning to go to New Zealand. 12% planned to go to China, 10% japan and 4% of them planning to go to other countries. 

TABLE 4.14
WHO ADVISED YOU TO GO ABROAD FOR HIGHER STUDIES
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	My parents 
	12
	24

	Myself 
	15
	30

	My professor 
	4
	8

	My friends 
	9
	18

	My relatives
	4
	8

	My teachers 
	5
	10

	Other
	1
	2

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.14
WHO ADVISED YOU TO GO ABROAD FOR HIGHER STUDIES
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 30% of the respondents opined that they themselves planned to go to abroad for higher studies. 24% said that their parents advised them to go to abroad for higher studies while 18% of the respondents said that their friends advised them. 10% said that their teachers advised them to go to abroad for higher studies.  8% said their professor and 8% of the respondents said that their relatives advised them to go to abroad for higher studies. 2% said that others advised them to go to abroad for higher studies

TABLE 4.15
HOW OFTEN DO YOU CONNECT YOUR RELATIVES/KINS/FRIENDS THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN LIVING IN FOREIGN COUNTRY
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Daily 
	12
	24

	Twice a week
	8
	16

	Once a week
	15
	30

	Occasionally 
	13
	26

	Never 
	2
	4

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.15
HOW OFTEN DO YOU CONNECT YOUR RELATIVES/KINS/FRIENDS THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN LIVING IN FOREIGN COUNTRY
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 30% of the respondents said that they connect with their relatives/Kins/friends those who have been living in foreign country once a week. 26% said that they connect with them occasionally while 24% of them said that they daily connect with them. 16% of them connect with them twice a week and 4% never connect with their relatives/kins/friends those who have been living in foreign country. 

TABLE 4.16
DO YOUR RELATIVES LIVE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Yes
	35
	70

	No 
	15
	30

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.16
DO YOUR RELATIVES LIVE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 70% of the respondents opined that their relatives live in foreign countries. 30% of the respondents opined that their relatives not live in foreign countries. 

TABLE 4.17
DO YOUR FRIEND LIVE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Yes 
	40
	80

	No 
	10
	20

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.17
DO YOUR FRIEND LIVE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 80% of the respondents opined that their friend lives in foreign countries. 20% disagreed with it.   

TABLE 4.18
PLANS AFTER COMPLETING YOUR STUDIES ABROAD
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Return to home country 
	10
	20

	Seek employment abroad 
	14
	28

	Pursue further studies
	25
	50

	undecided
	1
	2

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.18
PLANS AFTER COMPLETING YOUR STUDIES ABROAD
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INTERPRETATION
Above table and graph shows that 50% of the respondents opined that they will pursue further studies after completing their studies abroad. 28% seek employment abroad. 20% of the respondents opined will return to home country. 2% of them undecided about it. 

TABLE 4.19
OPEN TO VIRTUAL/ONLINE LEARNING AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO STUDYING ABROAD
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Yes 
	31
	62

	No 
	3
	6

	Maybe 
	16
	32

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.19
OPEN TO VIRTUAL/ONLINE LEARNING AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO STUDYING ABROAD
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INTERPRETATION
Above table and graph shows that 62% of the respondents are ready to open to virtual/online learning as an alternative to studying abroad. 32% of them maybe and 6% of the respondent not ready to open to virtual/online learning as an alternative to studying abroad.  

TABLE 4.20
GOVERNMENT POLICIES REGARDING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS INFLUENCE YOUR DECISION TO STUDY ABROAD
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Strongly influence
	6
	12

	Somewhat influence 
	24
	48

	Neutral 
	13
	26

	Somewhat discourage 
	5
	10

	Strongly discourage 
	2
	4

	TOTAL
	50
	100


  Source: Primary Data

Figure 4.20

GOVERNMENT POLICIES REGARDING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS INFLUENCE YOUR DECISION TO STUDY ABROAD
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INTERPRETATION
Above table and graph shows that 48% of the respondents opined that government policies regarding international students somewhat influence their decision to study abroad. 26% have neutral opinion. 12% said that it has strong influence and 10% said that government policies regarding international students somewhat discourages their decision to study abroad. 4% of them said that government policies regarding international students strongly discourages their decision to study abroad.

TABLE 4.21
IN WHICH CONTINENT OR REGION DO YOU WANT TO STUDY
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Africa 
	4
	8

	Europe 
	8
	16

	Asia 
	7
	14

	Middle east 
	5
	10

	Australia 
	5
	10

	North America (Canada & Domestic US)
	9
	18

	Central America /Caribbean
	5
	10

	South America
	7
	14

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.21
IN WHICH CONTINENT OR REGION DO YOU WANT TO STUDY
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 18% of the respondents want to study at north America (Canada domestic us).  16% want to study at Europe and 15% want to study at Asia. 14% of them want to study at south America. 10% each want to study at Middle east, Australia and Central America/Caribbean. 8% of the respondents want to study at Africa. 

TABLE 4.22
CHALLENGES DO YOU ANTICIPATE OR HAVE YOU FACED IN PLANNING TO STUDY ABROAD
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Financial constraints 
	15
	30

	Language barriers 
	13
	26

	Cultural adaptation 
	3
	6

	Homesickness 
	4
	8

	Visa-related issues
	9
	18

	Academic pressure
	6
	12

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.22
CHALLENGES DO YOU ANTICIPATE OR HAVE YOU FACED IN PLANNING TO STUDY ABROAD
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 30% of the respondents faced or anticipated financial constraints when they planned to study abroad.  26% said language barriers, 18% said visa-related issues, 12% said academic pressure and 8% of them said that they faced homesickness issues when they planned to study abroad. 6% faced or anticipated cultural adaption issues in planning to study abroad. 

TABLE 4.23
WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO GAIN THE MOST FROM STUDYING ABROAD
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Enhanced academic knowledge and skills
	15
	30

	Cross-cultural understating and adaptability
	8
	16

	Better career opportunities
	11
	22

	Personal growth and independence 
	16
	32

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.23
WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO GAIN THE MOST FROM STUDYING ABROAD
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 32% of the respondents said that they hope to gain personal growth and independence from studying abroad. 30% of them hope to enhance their academic knowledge and skills from studying abroad. 22% of the respondents hope to gain better career opportunities and 16% of them hope to gain cross cultural understanding and adaptability from studying abroad.

TABLE 4.24
STUDYING ABROAD IMPROVE YOUR CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AFTER FINISHING MY STUDIES
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Strongly agree 
	25
	50

	Agree 
	17
	34

	Neutral 
	5
	10

	Disagree 
	3
	6

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.24
STUDYING ABROAD IMPROVE YOUR CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AFTER FINISHING MY STUDIES
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 50% of the respondents strongly agreed that studying abroad improve their career opportunities after finishing my studies. 35% agreed and 10% have neutral opinion. 5% disagreed. 

TABLE 4.25
SATISFIED WITH THE SUPPORT SERVICES PROVIDED BY YOUR EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION IN YOUR HOST COUNTRY
	RESPONSES
	NO. OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE

	Highly satisfied 
	29
	58

	Satisfied 
	15
	30

	Neutral 
	5
	10

	Dissatisfied 
	1
	2

	TOTAL
	50
	100


Source: Primary Data

FIGURE 4.25
SATISFIED WITH THE SUPPORT SERVICES PROVIDED BY YOUR EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION IN YOUR HOST COUNTRY
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INTERPRETATION

Above table and graph shows that 58% of the respondents highly satisfied with the support services provided by their educational institution in their host country.  30% satisfied and 10% have neural opinion. 2% dissatisfied. 

5.1 FINDINGS
1. 50% of the respondents are from the age group of 25 to 30 years. 
2. 52% of the respondents are male.
3. 48% of the respondents are undergraduate.
4. 52% of the respondents considered studying abroad. 
5. 34% of the respondents are fluent in the language of instruction in their preferred study destination
6. 26% of the respondent’s main reason for considering studying abroad is to explore different cultures.
7. 36% of the respondents said that they plan to study abroad using scholarships. 
8. 40% of the respondents interested to do post-graduation in abroad.
9. 38% of the respondents primarily gathered information about studying abroad from social media. 
10. 40% of the respondents opined that political climate of a country plays significant role in their decision to study abroad. 
11. 26% of the respondents said that they got information from newspaper.
12. 36% of the respondents said educational motives is the themes about aspirations and expectations of abroad studies.
13. 22% of the respondents opined that they are planning to go to UK. 
14. 30% of the respondents opined that they themselves planned to go to abroad for higher studies
15. 30% of the respondents said that they connect with their relatives/Kins/friends those who have been living in foreign country once a week. 
16. 70% of the respondents opined that their relatives live in foreign countries. 
17. 80% of the respondents opined that their friend lives in foreign countries. 
18. 50% of the respondents opined that they will pursue further studies after completing their studies abroad.
19. 62% of the respondents are ready to open to virtual/online learning as an alternative to studying abroad
20. 48% of the respondents opined that government policies regarding international students somewhat influence their decision to study abroad. 
21. 18% of the respondents want to study at north America (Canada domestic us). 
22. 30% of the respondents faced or anticipated financial constraints when they planned to study abroad.
23. 32% of the respondents said that they hope to gain personal growth and independence from studying abroad.
24. 50% of the respondents strongly agreed that studying abroad improve their career opportunities after finishing my studies.
25. 58% of the respondents highly satisfied with the support services provided by their educational institution in their host country. 
5.2 SUGGESTIONS 
· Explore whether there are gender-based differences in the preferences for studying abroad.
· Collaborate with universities, colleges, and educational institutions to gain insights into their strategies for attracting international students.
· Investigate the support systems available to students considering or currently studying abroad.
· Educational institutions and relevant organizations should enhance pre-departure support for students considering studying abroad.
· This can help address financial barriers and encourage a more diverse range of students to pursue international education.
· This includes showcasing the value of international experiences in the job market and helping students align their academic choices with their career goals.
· This can create more opportunities for students to engage in international study experiences.
5.3 CONCLUSION 
The international education sector is highly competitive, with the United States being the top choice for Indian students, followed by the United Kingdom, Canada, Singapore, and Australia. When it comes to the duration of study, more than one year is the most preferred option, followed by one year, a semester, a summer, and a few weeks. In terms of academic pursuits, students mainly opt for Master's degrees, followed by Bachelor's and Ph.D. programs. These preferences are valuable insights for higher education institutions, helping them create tailored communication and recruitment strategies to attract Indian students.

This study reveals the multifaceted motivations behind youth choosing education abroad, including the pursuit of high-quality education, global exposure, and better career opportunities. Cultural immersion, language skills, and personal development are also key outcomes that students seek. However, challenges such as cultural adjustment, homesickness, and financial concerns also influence the decision to study abroad. As global interconnectedness grows and the need for international perspectives intensifies across fields, the trend of Indian students seeking education abroad is likely to continue. This trend enriches the educational experience and helps shape a generation that is culturally aware, adaptable, and ready to thrive in a globalized world.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
A STUDY ON PREFERENCE OF ABROAD STUDY AMONG YOUTH WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO KANNUR DISTRICT

PART A : GENERAL INFORMATION
Name
:

Age
:

a) 18-24




b) 25-30

c) 31-35




d) 36 and above

Gender:

a) Male




b) Female

Current educational status:

a) High school graduate



b) Undergraduate

c) Postgraduate




d) Other (please specify)

PART B : TECHNICAL  INFORMATION
1. Have you ever considered studying abroad?

a) Yes

b) No
c) Not sure

2. How would you rate your proficiency in the language of instruction in your preferred study destination?

a) Beginner

b) Intermediate
c) Advanced
d) Fluent

3. What is the main reason for considering studying abroad?

a) Academic reputation of foreign universities

b) Exposure to different cultures
c) Career opportunities
d) Quality of education
e) Language proficiency improvement
f) Other (please specify)

4. How do you plan to finance your studies abroad?

a) Personal savings

b) Scholarships
c) Student loans
d) Financial support from family
e) Part-time work while studying

5. What level of education would you be interested in pursuing abroad? (Select one)

a) Undergraduate

b) Postgraduate
c) Short-term courses/workshops

6. Where do you primarily gather information about studying abroad? 

a) University websites

b) Social media
c) Friends or family who studied abroad
d) Study abroad fairs
e) Educational consultants
f) Other

7. What role does the political climate of a country play in your decision to study there?

a) Very significant

b) Significant
c) Neutral
d) Not very significant
e) Not significant at all

8. How did you come to know about study abroad programme?

a) Professor 

b) Parents 
c) Kins/Relatives 
d) Friends 
e) Newspaper 
f) Electronic Media 
g) Other 

9. What are the themes about aspirations and expectations of abroad studies?

a) Twin Motives 

b) Educational Motives 
c) Economic Motives 
d) Social Motives
e) New themes 
f) Other 
g) No Response 

 10. Which country are you planning to go to?
a) USA 
b) UK 

c) Australia 

d) Japan 

e) New Zealand 

f) China 

g) Others (Please Specify) 

11. Who advised you to go abroad for higher studies?

a) My parents 

b) Myself 

c) My professor 

d) My friends 

e) My relatives 

f) My teachers 

g) Other

12. How often do you connect your relatives/kins/friends those who have been living in foreign country?

a) Daily 

b) Twice a week 

c) Once a week

d) Occasionally

e) Never 

13. Do your relatives live in foreign countries?
a) Yes 

b) No 
14.
Do your friend live in foreign countries?

a) Yes

b) No

15. What are your plans after completing your studies abroad?

a) Return to home country

b) Seek employment abroad

c) Pursue further studies

d) Undecided 

16. Are you open to virtual/online learning as an alternative to studying abroad?

a) Yes

b) No

c) Maybe

17. How much do government policies regarding international students influence your decision to study abroad?

a) Strongly influence

b) Somewhat influence

c) Neutral

d) Somewhat discourage

e) Strongly discourage

18. In which continent or region do you want to study?

a) Africa 

b) Europe

c) Asia 

d) Middle East

e) Australia 
f) North America (Canada & Domestic US)

g) Central America /Caribbean 

h) South America 

19. What challenges do you anticipate or have you faced in planning to study abroad? 

a) Financial constraints

b) Language barriers

c) Cultural adaptation

d) Homesickness

e) Visa-related issues

f) Academic pressure

 20. What do you hope to gain the most from studying abroad?

a) Enhanced academic knowledge and skills

b) Cross-cultural understanding and adaptability

c) Better career opportunities

d) Personal growth and independence

21.
Do you think studying aborad improve your career opportunities after finishing my studies?

a) Strongly agree

b) Agree

c) Neutral

d) Disagree

22. How satisfied are you with the support services provided by your educational institution in your host country?

a) Highly satisfied

b) Satisfied

c) Neutral

d) Dissatisfied 
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